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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
visit the US. Satellite press India 
and Laos. Reactions China’s statistical retreat. Po- 
lish farm drive. Fifteenth anniversary celebrations. 


TEXTS AND DOCUMENTS 
article Soviet economist giving the theoretical 


basis for belief that the Communist econ- 
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OFFICIAL the European Soviet 
good will and good cheer connection 
with the talks and 
visits. “Undoubtedly.” said Radio Sofia, 


peoples anticipate good results from the 


bloc continued emit bland asseverations 


meetings between and 

The peoples sincerely hope that the ice of the ‘cold wars for which the Soviet Union 
and the other Socialist countries are not will how 
stressed that whatever these “good results” may be. they not 
any Communist agreement modification. even the status the 
countries Eastern Europe. Fittingly, was Hungarian regime paper 
month before arrival Washington, said this perhaps most 


Western circles are trying make credulous Hungarian listeners believe 
that the may have some ‘internal political effects’ Hungary and that 
certain ‘internal changes’ may take place. Persons trying fabricate such news 


know very well that their inventions lack every foundation and are vain The 
and the governments the Socialist countries have frequently declared that the 
social order and internal system the Socialist countries are problems 
concerning the peoples these countries.” 


seemed that the prospect “coexistence and open 
reality rather than propaganda catchword one that likely cause 
apprehension Eastern Communist rulers. The Soviet Union they 
are doubtless aware. after more than two generations Communism. one 
regimes, relatively new, imposed force Soviet military might. are quite 
Were the results of the Eisenhower-Khrushchev discussions to be any real opening of 
Eastern Europe political and cultural winds from the West. there telling what 
forces might released. 


The problem of bloc relations with Yugoslavia and its “revisionism” is a good ex 
ample the difficulties such real detente would raise. recent weeks there has 
heen general decrease attacks the particularly the more virulent 
forms billingsgate (except, from the who from time time 
continue to let out Vaps of furv). The disagreement. however. has by no means been 
for the moment anyway, heen removed higher areas abstract 
political thought. the weightier political and economic journals. where the Soviet 
continues accuse the Yugoslavs deviation from the one true line Marxism 
their refusal follow the Soviet Union the never-erring bie brother 
camp.” The grandly announce that, matter cold 
fact. are the only non-revisionists the forest. their view the Soviet 
has largely succumbed the disease “bureaucratic revisionism.” and leftist 


parties elsewhere have contracted “Social revisionism 


increase influences would exert upon the regimes the 
mendous pressures deviate from their ideological solidarity with and their 


political subservience to the Soviet lL nion It would. that is. exert treme ndous pressures 


Pane 
eview 
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toward precisely that which the core the campaign against 
slavia. 


general diminuendo the attacks the United States (which went far 
that Hungarian writer was chided his Party paper for implying that President 
was page 40) combined with the calendar leave West- 
ern Germany the target continuous denunciation. For not only did recent weeks 
see the fifteenth anniversaries both the Romanian and the Bulgarian 
tions” from German but September marked the twentieth anniversary 
the day German troops moved into Poland start the long torment World War 
the area, the reiterated theme reference the observation these 
anniversaries was that today Western Germany heir the policies Hitler and 
arming itself repeat his policies and his program (East Germany, 
Republic, automatically Polish Premier Cyrankiewicz, speaking 
September gave bitter and angry reply the expressions West German Chan- 


cellor Adenauer that Germany will “someday good neighbor Cyran- 
kiewicz called Adenauer perfidious and cynical and accused him wanting Poland 


weak and undefended was twenty years before. 


further exacerbation Polish-West-German relations, and further occasion for 
angry Polish denunciation, arose the recent meeting the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union Warsaw. The West German Christian Democrats had first included 
delegation number representatives organizations Germans expelled from 
present Polish which, the Poles claim, aim the restoration 
Germany territory lost Poland the end World War then, 
outery from Warsaw, cut their delegation down one noncontroversial Deputy 
Poles made the most this (as they did the signs demanding return 
German territories displayed before President Eisenhower his trip Bonn) 
denounce West German and proclaim the finality the Oder-Neisse 


boundary. 


Inter-Parliamentary Union gathering presented the unusual spectacle meet- 
ing, Communist grounds, Communists and non-Communists. Several the 
seized the occasion make statements and point facts not normally audible 
visible Eastern Europe: the responsibility the Soviet-Nazi Pact the inception 
World War for example, the Soviet Army refusal aid the underground 


Warsaw the Uprising. These remarks were not reported such 


the Polish press, but only the furious Soviet and other Communist rebuttals; such 
words, nevertheless, long reverberate the Here, too, portent and warning 
for the regimes the area: real relaxation international tensions would mean 
that their people, now walled and blinkered ideology for which history 
slogan manipulated, would increasingly open the perturbing and excitatory 
winds diverse opinion 
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New 


Women 


THE GREAT polyphony Communist one 

the louder voices that proclaiming their achieve- 
ments the elevation women “Socialist” society. 
Communist State Constitutions, and 
spell out the equality women civil, family, political 
and economic life. The letter the law guarantees women 
the right paid employment equal basis, unre- 
stricted access higher education and the professions, the 
right vote and hold public office, legal equality 
family relations.* 


The starting point for these changes women’s status 
varied considerably from country country 
Europe. Women Czechoslovakia had full rights 
the prewar First Republic; the agrarian, semi-feudal 
countries had been legally subordinated men the 
family and were barred from certain fields, such law 
and applied sciences, education and the professions 

emancipation women under Communist 
mere egalitarian slogan. essential the Com- 
munist transformation of society, which is predicated on 
the destruction of old social patterns and ties. This ts par- 
ticularly important (and, the Communists have found, 
the rural communities, where, the Com- 
munist view, the patriarchal system buttresses 
ditional values and institutions, such church influence 
and private ownership property, which turn obstruct 
the way the goal agricultural collectivization and 
Party control the 


key female emancipation the Communist 


Attempting supplant the authority the Church this 
sphere, the Communist domestic relations laws introduced compul 
sory civil marriage, as well as liberal divorce and equal rights and 
obligations, parental and financial, marriage. All legal basis for 
the man’s position as “head of the household” was abolished. B 
the same token. husbands are not liable fo 
wives, married 


the support of the 


I 
divorced | exce pt in cases of physi al ine: pacity 
both are 


por 


for the support children 


Women the Slovak People’s Militia celebration the 
enth anniversary the Communist coup Czechoslovakia. 


Slovenka (Bratislava), February 1959 


“the right work.” Engels wrote that “the first con 
dition for the liberation women bring the whole 
female sex into public industry, which 
the abolition the patriarchal family the economic unit 
Women constitute huge reserve labor 
power which must utilized for the industrial build-up 
the area. broader terms, the object the mobiliza- 
tion women into industry, well into mass organi 
zations, “get them out the house,” enlist 
active participation “the construction Socialist 
From the standpoint the Party, women whose 
interests and energies center Kinder, Kueche, and 
all, Kirche, exercise, especially the younger 
influence antithetical Communist goals. 

the same time, women’s special interests are theoreti 
cally recognized the State Welfare program 
and child care. This includes paid maternity leaves and 
free obstetrical care for working women, family allow 
ances, State nurseries and kindergartens, some cases titles 

“Heroine and awards prolific mothers. How 
ever, almost all these benefits available only thos 
covered social insurance (which has been turned into 
weapon class discrimination; see East Europe, August 
1959, and serve the interests the State much 
women freeing women for employment the State 
economy and shifting part the control over children 
from home State 

The citizens the Communist State 


notoriously fictitious, and many the Communist grants 


to women are pure i\ nominal but all are of some symbolic 
value, serving underline the new status women, the 
existence new order the legal rectification 
certain injustices and barriers. and through the benefits 


< 
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the mother-and-child welfare program, 
Communist 
propaganda contrasts their lot with that their mothers 


under 


hope to convert women into ac tive supporters 


former regimes and 


sisters capitalist 
countries (who are invariably shown degraded and ex- 
ploited the same way racial national minorities 


Certainly the face it, women were intended 


the chief beneficiaries the “Socialist revolution.” 
Yet 1956 Polish journalist was assert that all 
groups society, women had fared worst under the new 
system, and that this was due inherent contradiction 
between the interests women and those the Communist 
State 


Ihroughout the Soviet bloc. the lives of millions of 


* Zycie latera i Cracow 


April 22, 1956 


Milute Goppoldeva ene of 62 women members out of a total of 368. takes an active interest 


» the work of the Assembly attending plenary sessions as well as Commitier meetings 


the parliaments of Communist countries, women play a 
though large ly ornamental part. This pieture and 
those on the next page show a Communist paragon: lovely, young 
National Assembly from the industrial town where she 


mother 


Photes and captions from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), Mareh 1959 


women are being transformed. examination 
process provides revealing glimpse into everyday, per- 
sonal life Communist and raises number 


questions about the future 


Public Life and the Professions 


PRINCIPLE, the top posts the Party, government and 

professional hierarchy are available all qualified 
women. But while there have been handful almost 
legendary figures, notably Ana Pauker Romania, few 
women in the Soviet bloc have attained real powel! in the 
the policy-making and administrative 
Party Politburo and Central Committee, Council 


isters and National 


far below the proportion 
women the population. the professions, only the 
held education has number women, 
although they are entering law 
nology growing numbers. There are, course, many 


the artistic professions theater, music, plastic arts. as was 
the case also before Communism 

highest pinnacle power reached woman 
Eastern Europe was 
that held Ana Pauker the time when she occupied 
simultaneously the posts Secretary the Party Central 
Committee, Minister Foreign Affairs, and Deputy Pre- 
Romania. Her example is, however, much cau- 
tionary she was purged the Party 


Ana 


are women prominent 


1952 and plunged once into total obscurity 
country now, there 
the higher political echelons, the Council of Ministers and 
the Party About percent the National As- 
sembly and the local councils depu- 


tit are women 


Bulgaria 


en have succeeded somewhat 

the Bulgarian The positions Minister 
Director the State Bank, Justice the Supreme Court 
Publi 
until recently were, occupied women 


Industry, Posts. 


Procurator (equivalent Attorney 
before the advent Communism, women Bulgaria were 


barred from legal and judicial posts: prewar Bulgaria, 


* Probably the most pow rful woman in Soviet bloc political 
Soviet Party 


Politburo and a close colleague of Khrushch 


the Soviet 


«tors tend administrators medical 


75 percent of doctors women: male 


issociations, hospitals 


Medicine, unlike engineering, for not 
USSR 


gives high rewards pay prestige 


***® Stanka ITzekov was n 


Light Industry 1957-1959 
lvola Dragoicheva was n of Posts from 1950 until the 
was mereed 1957: Vela Lukanova the 
Director the State Bank the sister the Minister 


Foreien Affairs, Kalo 


‘ 
Ol 


cent the deputies were women, while the current 


proportion only four percent. the local national com- 


mittees (organs local administration) 


women has declined from almost percent 1955 
about six percent. This development apparently con- 
nected with the general withdrawal the intelligentsia 
from public but specific explanation has been 
otfered 

Among the 459 deputies the there are now only 
women. Two women are Deputy Ministers Educa- 
tion and Higher Education: woman holds 
terial post. The most prominent woman government 
Alicja Central Committee member, chairman 
ted League of Women, and the 


only woman among the members the State Council 


the Communist-domin 


executive body with the powers of the abolished othice of 

President the Republi members and 

Central Committee Secretanes are all men: the 

vovevodship (provincial) Party Secretaries, only the 


retarv for Lodz, Michalina Tatarkowna-Majkowska 


woman 


Czechoslovakia 


women hold important political posts Commu- 


nist Iwo Bozena Machacova 
the Consumer Goods Industry 
and Anezka Deputy Speaker the 


National Assembly for over ten vears and head 


longtime Party members. The third, Deputy Premier Lud 
mila one the two former Social Democrats 


who were given government posts when their Party was 
merged with the Communist Party All three are 
Back work laboratory our M.P. makes members Cor rtv Central 


sure her experiments are going alright. 


and Albania, the Turkish influence combined About 


nomic backwardness make women among the most se- 


cluded in Europ 


According to Oteche ier Fy nt sotia). November lb 


telligentsia,. and over half the teaehers in the country are 


sistant protessors Malina Popova, as the country’s first 


woman given considerable prominence. 


cording Radio March 1959, percent 


professional experts with (or equivalent) degrees 


are women 


Out of the total of 254 cle putie s ele cted to the Bulgarian 
National Assembly in the most recent elections Decem- 


ber 1957). are women. Women constitute one-sixth 


the members the councils 


Poland 


striking drop the number women active gov- 


A few moments with Ivanka, who doesn't think too highly of Mother's efforts as an 
ernment has occurred in Poland. In 1952. some 17 per- artist. Anyway, it’s fun to have Mother at home instead of going off to another meeting 


which has nine women out the full members 
June 1958. There are women among the Party 
the ten full members 
the 368 National Assemby 
women. About 300 women are the research 
/ 


and percent the 


deputies are women 


national committee (local council 
Radio Prague, March 1959. 


According official figures for 1957, percent 


workers science and research, over percent bank- 


ing and insurance, and about percent judiciary and 


administrative work were women (but the 


given 


there are about 16,000 women in the total student enroll- 


tion the 


occupy were not universities 


78.000: and about full and assistant 
faculties 


One fourth the physicians 
March 


hoslovakia are Radio Prague, 


women 


10750 


Cabinet the Kadar regime 
Valerie Benke, the Minister Education, and 
Mrs. Janos Nagy, the Minister Light Industry. Four 


women are 


there are two 


members the Party Central Committee. 


the pre fesspons, they occupy over half the 


teaching posts 


8.5 percent the physicians, per- 


medical students are women 
Prior 1945 women represented only percent the 


UNnIVersits tudents: today they make up 0 percent Pre- 


viously they were concentrated almost entirely 


humanities departments, since woman was cligible for 


applied sciences. At present there is a growing 


livy nol rt 1; 
specializing in el neering ana mecicine 


The 


In tl Soviet Union, according to a Tass dispatch ot 
November 20, 1958, percent, the deputies 
the Sup Soviet are women: over half 


women serve the local soviets (councils are 
women engineers and technicians the country, 
and women constitute 58 reent ol the Stoc kK 


breeders, veterinarians experts 


and Political Action 


_— N itis gen rally held 


this conservatism still seems operate 


are the more conservative 


that relative handful who have embraced the Commu- 


nist creed. During the post-Stalin ferment, women the 


and professions tended align themselves with the 


“orthodox” rather than liberalizing trends 


Hungary, the feelings the great majority women 


were demonstrated their participation the Hungarian 


Revolt, culminating, after the Soviet suppression, the 


famous march women the graves the vic- 
tims bitter defiance Soviet troops. But women the 


intelligentsia were split before and 


while the university students were 


Revolt 
the forefront the 
opposition the regime, the women Party 
workers and writers were not active the Petofi Circle* 
and their writing hewed close the Stalinist Rakosi- 
line 
Poland, from the October 


* Lhe group which pre Revolt ferment 


1956 upheaval until the 


Women customs officials checking baggage the Warsaw airport. 


Swiat (Warsaw), February 15, 1959 


Party Congress March 1959, there 
women the Party Central Committee: 
Wasilkowska, Michalina 
ind Hi ena Kozlowska 
Party wing during the October days and 
their demotion March 
Central Committee part the Gomulka regime’s “re- 
treat from October 


were four 
Helen 
these, the first two were active 
from full membership 
Helena heroine the 
Polish Communist Underground during the war and head 
the Communist Youth League during the Stalin 
during the and 


supported the return Gomulka the October 1956 Eighth 
Parts 


era, 


Plenum Zotia Wasilkowska, a prewal member of 
the Socialist Party, law professor Warsaw University 
and onetime Supreme Court Justice, was the Minister Jus- 
tice from January 1956-February 1957, presiding over the re- 
lease and legal rehabilitation political prisoners arrested 
during the Stalin era. 


reconstituted the Third Party Congress, the Cen- 
Michalina 


and Alicja who was 


tral Committee now has only two women: 


promoted from alternate full member. The latter was 


connected with the anti-liberal, group during 


the October Revolution 


leaders recognize and capitalize the 


women s 


Communist 
their propaganda makes much women who have made 
careers under Communism, either the Party 


or the prot ssions 


Organizations 


On the 


ticipate 


ground level, women are encouraged 


Communist “local 


through women’s committees attached the local councils. 


form 


committees run community services such clinics 


and libraries, but they function primarily arm 


Party agitation, performing such tasks collecting signa- 
tures for “peace petitions,” getting out voters for elec- 
tions, urging peasants join kolkhozes. Scinteta 
rest}, March 4, 
Pitesti 


Bucha- 
described how the Bradu district 
committee had gone from 
farm collectivization. “If 869 farm 
households have far joined the village cooperative, the 
credit must the women’s committee,” the paper said. 
Polish institution 
numbering January 


house agitating for 


housewives’ 


circles, 1958 more than 5,000, 
encompassing about women the rural districts 
These will undoubted] 


assume growing 
impeding incorporation, under the new 


draft into the agricultural circles which the Gomulka 


regi has marked out as organizational bases for the 
new avrcuitu al program 
\ tvpical feature of the Soviet-bloc States are the 


mass organizations, most which are 


women’s organizations taken over 


and transformed the Communist regimes 
ganizations are supposedly dedicated the “cultural and 
political education they recruit 


conduct courses home and crafts, 


welfare 


World Federation of 


SeTVICeS Chev are all allied in the 


Democratic Women, Communist 
front organization which conducts propaganda the in- 
Characteristic this was the 
resolution issued the 


Union. 


recent plenum the Albanian 


support the Communist proposal ban nuclear weapons 
from the Balkan area, and Greek and women 
protest the establishment rocket bases 
June 29, 1959.) Similarly the 
Hungarian National Women’s Council, the Kadar regime’s 


substitute for the MNDZ 
Hungarian Women) which collapsed during the Revolt, 
currently agitating for the return Hungarian refugee 
the West. backed the World Federa- 
tion Democratic Women 
viet armed 


countries Radio 


Democratic 


children trom 


which officially supported So- 
ntervention the Hungarian Revolt 


ork 


IMPORTANT role women Communist 


society workers industry and agriculture. 
the industrialization Eastern Europe, the need for labor 
and cannot filled men alone. The 
regimes have long conducted campaign social pressure 
against women and against men who resist handing 


incentives have also been introduced, such the maternity 


their wives over the industrial appetites the 


welfare benefits offered under the social 


grams and denied the Ultimately, the 


most effective measure for forcing women into employ- 


ment has been the depression wages relation living 


In Bulgaria, th 


Women’s Union which was founded 1901 
was dissolved bv the 


Communists 1950. There now only 
divisior 


within the Fatherland Front mass organization 
Czechoslovakia the Communists abolished the League: 


the Czechoslovak Women’s rather than any mass organ- 


ization, is the operative women’s organization 


The Status-Finders 


The snobbism and the ruthless pursuit of power and 2 
position which Communism imputes o the competitive 
capuait mole aimost €xXac counter par he 
tet T} Budat man Nok Lat 
society. he ida pe womans magazine sipja, 

Fe oruary 21 inted a fan la? ry of a i man 
left behind her and husband 


who lives for his very industrious person whose 


whole life revolves around his work, absorbed 
ferences, technical literature, etc. Why did marry this 
plump little woman, who does not fit him age, mental 
make-up cultural level? Could thought 
her working-class origin would advantageous for his 


career? One day Mr. was given truly high post. 
and his wife moved from Lenin Avenue Rose Hill. With 
the new position came a Cal and, naturally, 


ich caused the first difficulties 


a tele pin ne 


It was the telephone w 


the wife could not understand why the telephone 


| Wil Si p 
posed to be kept secret: after all, what is a telephone for, 
not for people call you The husband could not 


give her answer: could not say outright 


that he did not want to get the calls of pe opl whom only 
his secretary supposed deal with. His only and final 
argument was that all other men his position keep 
telephones a secret. 

‘The second great technical addition, the car, was also 


the source much bitterness for Mrs. times she 
was rebuked her husband for having said 


something 


front the chauffeur occasion they went out 


night and Mrs. 


gested that walk home. Her husband looked her 


show It Was a wWartl 


Surmimer 


incredulously and without word 


simply pushed her into 


the car 


chilliness life Rose Hill pressed more and 


more on Mrs V In the old davs she could chat with the 


janitor, enjoy little gossip; her way home she would 


stop and discuss with the cleaner the difficulties obtain 


ing the necessary cleaning materials. proprictor the 


vegetable market and others greeted and she could 


bring home from the office anvone was 


longer the case Rose Hill. ‘We have out 


friends,’ her husband warned And when company came 


would watch her see she said did something 
silly or even wrong He Was always ready with a correction, 


‘No, that not so, not and his gold- 


rimmed spectac les glittered in the 


light the chan 
deliers 

whole life became stiff, cold and inhuman. They 
no longer lived for each other: thei main concern | ne 


‘what the chauffeur would think’ and ‘would Comrade 
be nice to them.” 


acute 
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costs to suc h 
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Discrimination 


extent that few families can manage 

the income only one wage-earner 
ently, the need for female labor power 
where the speed-up the Five 
emands considerable expansion of the labor forces 
for the economic “leap 
the Party Central Committee January 1959, 
arty Secretary Todor Zhivkov said that this need 
met “those able-bodied members 
housewives and whose labor far has not 
tilized Zhivkov said that special attention would 
en to develop it dust! suc s the food- 
me mdustr o which tema labor is most suited 
ber 1958 stipulated that women the age 
are employed workers must, 


field or tactory 2 Soha), Decem 
women constitute about one-third the 
e-half the vwricultural labor in’ Eastern 


O00) 2 percent of the labor forces n 1958 The 
women workers (white-collar and manual) 
ana 958 was 371.243 About 2 muillion=§ are 
ved Sox ed n ma lr Albania 
umber ¢ r oduction has “increased about 
1 mares it} tl rewal eriod ccordn 
June Wome ire recruited for 


wo n Supposedly Capacity as well 
rt 
] ul | litcl 
I TOCKAS anda di CUILCTICS 
and orse 
t field wu cliscre ney 
( SO i | cit i and ractics Is 
| conti ct to the rine role ot 
widespread discru against women 
condity s, and o rlunities Tor advance 
st IOrItIEs, W n ev admit this at 
1 
( Goes nthe cs 
wor miasculine oceu 
a tect! Cal VOTK STOCK breeding 
} 
ol ae soll oft tl ol 


“ t t to ear igt 
t t ow s ld leave thei bs and 
to tl s the distribute to raise 
s of “ Said t 7 diet tly Would 
»« ‘ tt da half 
employ lhe participati of 
the w ne Mt dispensable! 
Bulear ’ t “ bout 17.000 women 
dustry ost { were eneineers and technicians 
42,000 the text percent the work 
the tobacco ndustrs ! \“ er Rai nichosh De 
March 1959 


the Communist themselves 


gendered 


regimes 


discrimination. the special welfare 
for the 
protection women lead managers and foremen, who 


provisions (lighter work, paid maternity leaves 


relentless regime pressure meet production 
goals, to discriminate against women in hiring and pro- 


motion 


the 


trained 


that. 
women 


heroine 


work 


girl tractor driver, svmbol 


apparent 


dustrialization drive. were for 


which thev were ill-suited 


the new Socialist innumerable 


the 


from the 


women, 


films, paintings and 
era, Is re ported to be gradually disappe aring 


ne 


ern work proved 


too 


sically strenuous for many them 


Nok 


metallurgical plant 


cited a Case 


the 


labor, was nevertheless reluctant 


1957, 


which foreman, bedeviled 


by an acute shortage ol 
use trained women metal workers who were 


work the factory. According these won 


factories were hiring only male metal workers 


said 


the 


“Other workers. 


paper foremen and 


neers vive 


answer women cannot perform 


tasks involved the job. These workers often have lift 
metal sheets and other things which women cannot 
true that women] are good detail 


work, but foremen prefer workers who can 


why we h 


qo evervthin 


that required commented ‘It too 


now ask train manv women metal 


workers and for other he: in industry 


In a statement on technical training and job | lacement 
Minister Labor Odon 
job opportu 


| nities are lewer girls: 


of voung people, Hungary's 


“While the secondary schools the proportion boys and 


said that 


girls about equal, for skilled work the 
vears, unfortunately, pressed for the admission girls 
the trades requiring strong physical constitutions 


This Was not correct Now the 


and retrain 


enterprises veer towards 


other extreme tron 


rls said that many more girls could 
ind instrument glass technicians, dental 
technicians, precision turners for fine work, watchmakers 
motor winders and welders we as emplovees in) the 


Internal Trad retail trade and consumer 


goods 


industries 
1959 
Women are relegated the most menial work and find 
Pra 
more Opport 


the 


Carry 


article 


Prague March pleaded that 


to lnprove th 


foundries, men sit levers and switches while the 


toads Hecaust 


women heavy 


not sufficiently 
trained for the mechanized operations.” 
Fy nta 


worker the Sverma 


thev are 


Works Podbrezova who was 


fully qualified become foreman: 


new 


—— 
SO- 
her 2 1958 
and 
and all kinds work, including heavy manual 
in fores anc) ruin During the Stalin era, this fact was aa 
been made of 
S OVOCTINASTCTI é 
hiring 
Lid Prague), June 15, attacked the 
d rik 
support 
ret 
the was 
wo 
and 


Nok Lapja 


Buda pe st 


count of an intervied 


March 


a women 


1958, carnied an ac- 
shockworker photo 
awarded a Kossuth Prize im 


who was 
her work achtevements 


at nent 


a factory: 


NAME used the front pages almost every 

day, her picture the newsreels Eight have 
passed since then; what has happened to her since? I 
looked her up; she still the same factory And she 
happy look back the times glory; but 


reminisces, it becomes clear that it was not all glory 


she 
Fame 
caught with her and strange, almost feverish life tol- 
lowed In the factory she work« d bevond the limit of her 
strength, while outside there were constant invitations; she 
was the limelight. Her whole life became tur- 
moil. husband likes see his wife reach heights 
cannot follow her, and the factory the 
tred and jealousy rose high around her 


ers said that all the fuss about Mrs. 


waves of ha- 
women work- 


made 
order force them too into operating 


was only 


apiece. one time the women another section wanted 
to beat her up 

“But now all this is over, together with the LOOO percent 
achievements, which were made the cost superhuman 
and large percentage rejects 

bitter, she 


Panvi 


outstanding worker, but she is 


feels forgotten. It would not be 


good bring 
back the old race, the star system; but perhaps would 


good not only for Mrs. self-esteem but also for 


unskilled male workers and then they are made 
while 


foremen 


instructor remains her 


According Pravda July 22, 1959, 10,000 
women entered employment Czechoslovakia the first 
quarter this which 4,000 were housewives who 
went work for the first time 


ties for 


Employment 
women are progressively Increasing, the paper 
Next vear more women will join the labor 
force; during the Five Year 
number will increase almost 100,000. 


said 
course of the Plan the 

However, the report noted that women’s wages are 
average 300 Pravda attributed 
this the fact that men have higher qualifications for 


jobs. meeting employment called the 
tee Women, advance training 


than men’s 


oruny less 


house- 
wives for work was suggested. The complaints from enter- 
prises the high rate absenteeism and turnover among 


women workers were discussed at the meeting: the women 


countered with the charge that offices and factories 
fail provide the facilities for pregnant women, em- 


children and other welfare 


women workers. 


While job opportunities for 


increasing 


According the CTK Information Prague), June 


15, 1959, 465,000 housewives entered employment between 1948 


and 1958 


The Fate Shockworker 


consu ! more often about matters of her 
trade Let not forget this woman, who was one 
the first women win the Prize, one the pio 
neers of tl ‘ times Socialization in indu 


Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, women workers 
industrial reorganizations 1957-58 both Poland and 
Hungary Althou this was mainly because their 
preponderance lowest, most expendable categories 
labor, the number women positions 
brigade leader, technician, ete also tell Vol Lat 
tober 1957, deviously (and brought this 
around to the d Orstep ot the Revolt. attributing It to 


“the views, nourished 


tendencies, 


under which the achievements the 


past vears 


Communist 


1 the equahzation of women are atta ked 


characteristic the industrialization 


been the migration rural girls well 


the new industrial centers, where hope 


young people are obliged to live in 


workers hostels on the 
grounds the industrial enterprise 


ployed N Lat 


ample discrimination 


it whi h +} 
al ch they are em- 


February 1959. reported 


against the 


female sex here also 


* 1 
reore t \ women were reeistered 


d 

* 
f ¢ 
A 
et _ Juls ) 1959, reported that the number of women seeking work 
a es lo4,2 of which 28.4 were tor womer 

0 


complicity the trade unions, which are the organs 
the employer-State, now compounds the injury. “In tex- 
tile plants and elsewhere,” wrote Prace (Prague), June 


1956, “it forbidden employ girls under par- 


ticularly dangerous machines, them work 
more than eight hours day. the Brokat Plant 
Vitkov, however, the trade union organization remained 


silent when the management asked girls 


work ten-hour and longer 


And: “The working women often complain exces- 


sive overtime work which impairs their health and 


ciency. For example, Comrade asks whether the 


trade union organization can sanction her being forced 


work hours dav the Brno slaughter-house. When 
she goes home she has all her housework. She has 


the middle the night. The attitude the responsible 


trade union functionary indeed incomprehensible. 


said: ‘It can’t be helped. If she doesn’t like it, let her 
Rude Pravo December 1957. 


Home and Family 


BETWEEN the demands home and job 


endemic among working women everywhere: but 


Eastern Europe assumes formidable dimensions. Main- 


taining marriage and some semblance home chal- 
lenging indeed under the working and living conditions 
prevalent the bloc. 


Under the doctrine that the economic requirements 


the State are paramount, married couples may 


member the oldest profession waiting for client Buda- tially completely separated their jobs: husbands and 
pest night 


Nok Lapja (Budapest), April 25, 1957 wives the professions assigned far distant localities; 


factory workers unable synchronize their vacation time 


with their trade union allotments for rest homes, 


article the discrepancy the living con- 


ditions the large Trans-Danubian Power Works 


Inota: 


Equality Before the Law 


“Next the flimsily constructed wooden barracks for 


women lies the huge, many-storied building which accom- 


srory the professional careers group 
modates the men. This latter building has outside balconies 


former students the Lodz law 
school, Pravo Zycie (Warsaw), organ the Asso- 
ciation Polish Lawyers, April 1959, noted the 
increase the number women the law school. 


and handsome rooms furnished with 


radios; lounges with television sets and ping pong tables. 


the women’s quarters, the rooms are separated 


thin boards and one walks directly into them from the the time the data for this study was collected 


road the men’s hostel there paid staff eight 1957), the average (monthly) earnings man 


cleaning women; the women course must who had finished law school were 1,737 zloty; for 


who had interrupted his studies, 1,560 zloty. For 
women lawvers, the average for those with de- 


own. And vet, even though one palace and the 
other only shack, there comparison between the 


mpersonal atmosphere the men’s and the home- grees was 1,391 for those whose studies were 


not completed, 1,123 zloty. The paper commented: 
comparison the average earnings these men 


like warmth the barracks Snow-white lace curtains, 


home-made rugs, cheerful doilies the table, pic- 


tures, flowers, all bespeak the efforts women make and women interesting contribution 


this place their hom subject equal social, which includes professional, 


rights. Not women earn less and hold in- 


Sweating ferior posts, but their diplomas not even make 


particularly the field women’s employment them equal men without diplomas. And might 


that instances exploitation recall the abuses the 19th add here that, general, the women the surveyed 


century which were the spnngboard for group had done better their studies than the men. 


the original attack capitalist societv. The 


excursions abroad, and other trips granted only the 
eligible employee, without his family. mines and con- 
struction sites, housing facilities are rarely provided for the 
wives and children the workers, who usually become 
weekend visitors their families. some jobs, the in- 
ordinately long working hours and days effectively separate 
husbands and wives. Nok Lapja (Budapest), October 
1957, said that when stores were kept open Saturdays 
and Sundays also, the female clerks employed them had 
the highest rate divorce any occupational group 
simply because they never saw their husbands. “It under- 
standable why women consider having Sundays off almost 
matter life death,” said the paper. 

Even more destructive marriage and the home are 
the living conditions the Soviet bloc, above all the 
housing shortage and the lack consumer goods and 

The shortage living space presses most the women, 
must share their kitchens with other families, and try 


keep order (and peace 


cramped and crowded quar- 
The housing problem exacerbates the tensions lead- 
ing broken marriages, alcoholism and other social ills 
Zycie Litera kite [Cracow], April 22, 1956, cited “the 
fatal housing situation” factor least percent 
broken marriages 


ters. 


Cases divorced couples obliged 
continue share living quarters, sometimes with the addi- 
tion the new spouse one the partners, are far from 
rare. 

poll young couples Poland married between 
1956 and 1958 revealed that only half 
couples 


354 out 708 
have their own apartments, more than half 
which are single rooms. 
More than 100 couples 
live apart from each other, mostly with parents. Only five 
couples have apartment three more rooms. 
Thirty-one the polled couples live attics, cellars 
and makeshift quarters. “Ninety percent the 
couples expressed desire change their lodgings,” noted 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw), July 11, 1959, which published 
the results the investigation. 

Commenting this situation, Glos Pracy came out 
against enlarging the special apartment pool for young 
married couples. Among other reasons, the paper said that 
this might provide 


Nearly percent 
apartment with third person. 


‘an unhealthy incentive for people 


*In Sofia, according the Bulgarian Academy Science 
bulletin, Book III, 1958, nearly percent the city’s inhabitants 
live apartments occupied two, three, more families. The 
number Sofia about 183,000, while the num- 
ber housing units about 134,000. Poland, the housing 
situation worst the city Lodz: there are 2.9 inhabitants 
per room and percent dwellings have sanitary facilities 

Trybuna Ludu March 13, 1959.) Prague, only 
percent all apartments have lavatories, only percent have 
bathrooms, only percent have central heating. (Nova Praha 
February and April 22, 1959 

**Nowa Kultura (Warsaw) wrote January 1958: 
attractiveness boy 


girl) greatly enhanced (or 
she) possesses apartment, and neither has apartment, 
getting married increases their chances getting one For 
people who live student worker hostel, this quite in- 
ducement Furthermore, people disgusted with taking their 
meals horrible canteens welcome the opportunity marriage 
brings for having least their evening meal 


The New Look 


HOUSES Poland are springing like 
mushrooms after rain, although known ad- 

vance that they are destined meet the needs 

small caste people who have thousands 

enough look some the prices. the 

shop called ‘Fashionable Wife,’ sack dress priced 


1,900 zloty rate $1: 1,600 


zloty the average industrial monthly 


costs over 700 zloty. For whom are 


the prices ‘Eva, “Telimena’ and Wife’ 
calculated? Who buy the ceramic 


the last-named 800-900 zloty? 


“The majority of those who wish to be wel! dressed 
have available them the heaps ugly mass- 
produced goods poor quality. Vast sums are 
spent maintaining fashion houses which only the 
select few can patronize, and nobody thinks about 
supplying stylish dresses for the general public 
prices within reach the average The prices 
charged the Socialized dress trade are strangely 


elastic, excessive and usually with 


Ladies’ 


ty, blouses 1,200- 


relation the actual cost production 


sweaters are sold 
ordinary nightgown costs 


Housework 


Housework tends still (by Western standards) 


primitive level, even the largest cities. The mechanical 
aids such refrigerators, vacuum cleaners and washing 
machines which are mass produced and widely owned 
the West are known the Soviet bloc largely from window 
Many 
Shop- 
ping for household supplies complex and interminable: 


displays and pictures the illustrated magazines 
kitchens are not equipped with gas and electricity 


perhaps the most characteristic pose the Soviet-bloc 
housewife is her weary stance in line outside the local 
stores. Advance planning impossible, since deliveries 
goods the stores are erratic and unpredictable. The 
technological innovations, such quick-freezing, which 
have revolutionized the Western food industry since the 
war, have not begun penetrate the Soviet bloc. And 
because the high prices and inferior quality the mass- 
produced clothes, most women still children’s 
clothes as well as their own (see box 

investigation the Hungarian Trade Union Council 
the circumstances 178 working women (Nok Lapja, 
October 1957) indicated that housework takes vir- 
tually all their free time, that almost the entire respon- 
sibility housekeeping still devolves women, even 
employed. the women interviewed, percent said 
they spent less than five hours day home duties, 
percent over five hours, percent from eight nine 
hours, and percent claimed they spent ten hours. Ac- 
cording this report, these homes rarely have household 


Imost 400 zloty 


Washed Out omen 
HOMES have thin walls. 


after midnight. can hear from behind the wall the 
water, the clatter pails, and the monotonous, sopo 
of clothes the 


and down, and down. 


rific sound being scrubbed 


board 
“In the morning meet Mrs 
She has sent 


hurrving her own job 


on 


stairs husband off 
Mrs. 


smile and lipstick have not erased the signs ot a ‘washed 
night 


adwiga is tired. 


out 


not only working women who wash clothes night 


neighbor washing 


clothes again. The radio stopped playing long ago; 


washing 


Jadwiga usual the 
work and now 


A pleasant 


burdened with large families must very often the 


Sanit 


take into consideration the amount time 
housewife must spend house cleaning 
tasks, 


why the day sometimes too short. 


cooking, and other daily will then 


understand 


Many duties require small amount 


physical exertion, but nothing compared washing 
And vet, even today, this heaviest all household tasks 
the lot more than percent the women living the 
cities, not mention the countryside 


cities at least, are no longer burdened with this unpleasant 


} 


chore achievement some degree our 


IS 


washing machine, which would 


hardest chore, 
Mlada 


lar nt 


al ances; a 


from working 


18, 1958, published wry 
are both employed and 
have two sons. 


husband works hard his job and 
is understandable that he capitalizes on this at home. After 
all, 


awaiting 


Who 


but what really happens 


wants some rest. But what kind 


when home from work? 


Is me get 


help husband, obviously 


would long story. also have right some 


ind chance improve mind? do, but who 


all the unrewarding work the house? not 


mean say that husband does not have good inten- 


That ! 


tions so 
is great 


may dust the furniture, but 
After all, has helped his working 
I do 


the fact that the resulting ashes 


not 
pratse 
Sometimes even makes the fire the stove 


enlarge o1 
even thi 


wilt 


not want 


wardrobe 


Sunday wipes the dishes 
and 
do not 


having done justice equality. However, 


him pre 


prepare simple meal; would 


bed hunery. Laundry, cleaning, cooking, ironing 


these 


course women’s work: what can a man know 


abo it 


care ol 


most SeCTLOUS 


the 


for 


working 


women is 
hildren 
and 


remove this 


Operate creches 


babies nurserics kindergartens precisely in order 


ful 


employment 


women. However, these institutions are inadequate both 


the scope 


number and 


things 


services. other 


they cannot sick 


cope with 


According to studies conducted by the Institute of Com- 
munal Economy, approximately percent the tenants 
living the ZOR build- 
ings after the war] wash their clothes either their 


Union Workers’ Communities 
own rented electric washing machines. (The renting 
washing machines and other household appliances very 
popular the western part the country.) Nine percent 
of the housewives send their wash to professional laundries. 
Another nine percent use laundries their apartment build- 
ings, the majority which, however, have facilities only 


apartment house laundries, although they pre- 
vent dampness and additional congestion crowded apart- 
have not elicited any particular enthusiasm among 
tenants. Washing these laundries less tiring 
than washing home where the woman can the same 
time keep an eve on the children or the dinnet cooking on 
the stove. And keep mind the fact that some the 
building managements consider the basement laundries 
unnecessary pain the neck, then there cause 
for wonder the dilapidated state these places, not 
that they have some cases been taken over living quar- 
such laundries built ZOR housing blocks, 


about 


ters by more or less wild tenants 


Ludu 


June 24, 1959. 


ailing children, whose mothers consequently must take 
time off work with them.) Nursery 
and kindergarten facilities Hungary doubled during the 
first Five-Year Plan, but failed keep with the increase 
employment women. the Hungarian Trade Union 
Council survey, was found that only 


from home 


percent the 
interviewed children were accommodated these 
most them are relegated the care 


mothers and aunts, simply left alone home. 
some parents have considerable reservations about 


these State institutions was revealed letter published 
1957: 


the the morning 
work. She prepares breakfast for the children and, there 


leaves 


go 


one get them ready for school, she must rely 


them dress and get themselves off. They see each other 
again five six p.m there are meetings, 
later. The evening 
mains for the working parents instruct and guide 
children. 


or, 


shopping, the dentist, even re- 


the 


But the evening working mothers consists 


preparing dinner, cleaning the apartment, washing, mend- 
ing, ironing and straight bed. 


The parents 


children time when evervone tired. 


at There are days 
when bring the little one home from kindergarten and, 
matter what do, unable handle him. With the 
older there the 
parents have possibility controlling where the child 
is, with whom associates, what 


tion 


children, another problem 


praise the nurseries, there some dissatisfac- 


with the kindergartens but 


are 


them?” 


acceptable. However, there are still great misgivings about 
the supervised before-and-after-hours group the schools 
druzhiny). What happens the parents leave six a.m. 
and the child cannot the druzhina until seven 
seems that still rely the grandmothers, 
aunts, etc. However, there are families, many them, 
where these good ghosts not exist. Furthermore, the 
children enrich their vocabulary very undesirable way 
the druzhina; they come home tatters, sometimes 
beaten up. Here may the roots the evils complain 
with regard the 


Putting the House Order 


That homemaking imposes crushing burden working 
women now acknowledged the Communist authori- 
marked departure from the official obliviousness 
the Stalin era. The regimes now declare themselves pledged 
lighten the load, general terms through the raising 
living standards and consumer goods production. 
specific terms the Communist solution housekeeping 
problems the establishment complete system 
service 


“collectives”: public canteens, laundries, house 


cleaners, and, most important, institutions for child care.* 

Such apart vulnerablity all the 
bureaucratic weaknesses plaguing the already Socialized 
services and trades, will functions, effectively obliterate 
the individual imprint women the management 
their homes and the upbringing their children. The 
household tasks and its logical con- 
sequence, the further attenuation domestic life, con- 
sidered the regimes not only functional convenience 
but key step advancing the next, “higher” stage 
the Communist social order. 


system, 


the March 1959 session the Party Central Commit- 
tee Czechoslovakia, member Jiri Hendrych 
cited the necessity “developing all means satisfying 
individual needs Communist 

“Communal catering enables people take their meals 
regularly without losing time. Also, nutrition can regu- 
paid scant attention. 


far 
catering conserves the 


have so 
Communal 
labor women and has impact the development 
the social life. Internal 
that communal catering progressive affair whose social 


forms 


more 


importance will continually grow.” 


Society—i.e., the State—will assume increasing respon- 
for the welfare children, said. cited 
the liberal family which pay families with 


three children one-third the average industrial wage 


allowances 


and the low prices children’s clothes fixed the State 


More stress must laid “the social forms child care 


which furnish children with qualified pedagogical super- 


vision within the collective, while releasing parents for work 

According Prace, April 16, 1958, the yearly cost 
State per child 4,850 koruny the nurseries. and 
the kindergarten. The institutions charge parents token fee 


less than dollar day 


The creches Czechosovakia now 
255,000, and 
the druzhiny (school-age 145,000. Hendrych called 


and public activity.” 


accommodate 38,000 children, the nurseries 


for decisive increase, particularly the number creches 
for the druzhiny: not play their required 
The inferior pedagogical care leads many people 
consider them sort temporary dumping-ground 
ought the forerunners 
the 


children, education which must assume ever more ex- 


children, whereas they are and 


society’s future all-around care for education 


collective 


Disclaiming the idea that State intends remove 
nevertheless em- 


phasized that “there can doubt that society will in- 


children from their parents,” 
creasingly influence and ensure the collective education 


children.” (Rude Pravo, March 11-12, 


Bulgaria’s “big toward total Communism, the 

household services are integral part the plan. Party 
the January 1959 


Central Committee Plenum that relieving women 


Secretary Zhivkov declared 


productive labor” the home only economic 


will not only give 


not 
but great political significance release 
woman from kitchen slavery her 


the opportunity take part material production but 


Women the Romanian town Calarasi, digging trench for 


According the explanation, the women undertook 
the task their own initiative, and also raised the money pay 
for the pipe. February 1959 


water pipe. 


emeta 


will also help her Socialist re-education: overcoming 
the philistine petit-bourgeois attitude toward work and the 
State. will create new, healthy family situation which 
Thus 


the family will become a stronger component of Socialist 


will facilitate the Communist education youth. 
society which help consolidation the 
Socialist regime, and the propagation the Communist 
outlook and ideals.” 

outlined plans for gradual extension public 
canteens and laundries, increased production prepared 
mostly canned 
kitchens. 


foods, and the electrification private 
State also intends expand the number 
child care institutions, extend their services and hours 
include holidays and night shifts, and reduce the prices of 
children’s clothes and school meals. 

family and domestic life charted for extinction 
the Communist millenium toward which the Soviet bloc 
regimes are working? This would seem implicit 
the Communist blueprint; and indeed, can seen plain 
the communes Red China. But the regimes Eastern 
Europe disavow any such intention. the last few years 
the authorities have expressed concern over 
divorce and abortion rate, and stressed the importance 


the stable family “the basic unit society.” 


lead article the Hungarian newspaper Keletmagy- 


June 1959, denounced those who 
their family responsibilities, reminding them that private, 


and specifically family, life, cannot treated purely 


personal matter: 


“the building Socialism must 


Pack Animals 


the Albanian Party First Secretary 

Enver Hoxha expressed dissatisfaction with the 
lack progress female emancipation Albania. 
Addressing the agricultural cooperative Lower 
Dropulli June, Hoxha took note the small num- 
ber women the basic Party organization the 
cooperative 
banian women, especially the women Dropulli, 
are very industrious, heroic, intelligent, and faithful 
organization includes many 


to the people's cause 
men and not more 
One the 
greatest tasks achieved our was the libera- 
tion 


women? The past has gone forever 


women from the slavish conditions the 
past 


Later, discussing the organization work the 


agricultural cooperative, scored another instance 

are the 
Dropulli loaded 
with heavy things carry from the field the store- 


house 


when you have pack animals which vou 
not make proper use of? Buy carts for transporting 


your goods instead loading your women with 


suggested Radio Tirana, June 1959 


Cleaning the sieves floor mill. 


Vok Lapja (Budapest), January 29, 1959 


inside the home laws the country recog- 
nize divorce, said the paper, but recent years the rate 
has soared alarmingly, and “the State and Party cannot 


stand while thousands 


families are wrecked each 
vear.” 

Similar exhortations have appeared the official and 
press Poland, where divorce, rare before Com- 
munism, has reached one the highest rates Europe. 
But such measures the organization family counsel- 
ling services, which were begun Czechoslovakia this year 
Svobodne Slovo June 14, 1959 


weight when balanced against the negative forces. 


seem little 
The 
Communist objective may change, not the 
character family life, but the result far has been simply 


destructive. 


Conclusion 


their various roles women experience life 

the Soviet bloc. workers, they share with men the 
hardships of the exploitative labor prac tices of the regimes, 
with extra measure discrimination and subjugation 
their own lot 


uniquely problems shortages 


space and goods affect them most directly, their role 
homemakers. While the opportunities for education and 
professional achievement are now greater, only the hardiest 


anc 


most ambitious women can transcend the daily struggle 
take advantage them. For the majority, 
has meant greatly increased load toil and re- 
without the protection and exemptions that 


Above 


all. women are the chief sufferers from the Communist 


went with the restrictions the old social svstem 
incursions family relationships. would 
women have received more than equal share the fruits 


Communism Eastern Europe. 


The impressions woman brought 


WENT Poland with two complexes had acquired 

while away. The first was the conviction that would 
not recognize the country nor able get along with the 
people: that Warsaw was longer our same old Warsaw, 
etc. The second was kind guilt feeling 
comfortably abroad 


sitting 
while 


there, through all 


These feelings still troubled train pulled into 
Warsaw, but gradually calmed down the taxi while 
chatting with the driver, whom told the most 
roundabout route that might take look the city. 
For me. Warsaw was still Warsaw. course, the city’s 
topography has changed somewhat—there were changes 
certain streets and even whole districts, some main land- 
marks had disappeared and their place were others—but, 
generally speaking, felt home old apartment 
that has been refurnished. After three days moved about 
the citv without trouble, although admit constantly 
used taxis which cost next nothing from the standpoint 
our foreign currency. 

That first whom told drive around town, 
quickly inquired into background, even asked where 
had lived before the war and during the occupation and 
took me to those places. He discovered I liked churches 
and was interested the Old City, and quickly passed 
the Palace waved aside with the remark, 
don’t bother look that: that’s just one 

Finally brought hotel, where the clerk in- 
formed that although room had been reserved for 
was not available. During this discussion, the 
lights went out, which I accepted philosophically since I 
had spent number vears Buenos Aires where the 
electric lights also failed the psychological moment 
least Buenos 
immediately gave idea for solving the problem 


twice week. The association with 


room. took dollar out bag and slipped 


a piece ot paper on the clerk's desk and, sure enough, a 
room was found. Later during stay Poland came 
understand that the svstem of bribery was highly developed 
and covered the widest area, but that cannot helped 
countries with low standard living. not even call 
even proverb about this custom: “Let say ‘Good 
without offering There doubt, 
that any rate the town dwellers 
who were those I came in contact with are very thor- 
oughly demoralized 

difficult sav few words what this demorali- 


zation consists of. should say that people feel, are 


convinced, that legal 


conditions, rules and citizens’ duties 
in People’s Poland are something 


“make-believe” and 
should not taken seriously. 


some sort division 
between legal-moral principles and 


pies and customs 
practical life has arisen. not the least maintain 


that elsewhere the world people live strict accordance 
with their moral principles, but least the two spheres 


life and morality are somehow connec ted: sometimes they 


overlap, sometimes they come into conflict. Poland there 
connection, nor there conflict 


The two spheres 
independent of each other, side by side. 


Evervone, or almost 
evervone, has his own moral code religion. For one 
for third, 
But these principles theirs are only 
decorations which have lost practical application life, 
somewhat like the necktie contemporary dress which has 
practical use 


precisely this that call demoralization, perhaps 
the most strict meaning. 


Catholicism, for another, “Socialist morality,” 


something else again. 


People sin without any remorse 
they every day, all the time and they 
with great charm and wit. Naturally, such attitude 
toward life results in unheard of bedlam in all fields: the 
right hand does not know what the left doing, all attempts 
to organize life in a systematic way are doomed to failure, 
there perspective plan life for even the immediate 
future 


evervbody lives just for today. repeat that this has 


ereat charm for who watch from outside 


le. present 
the Poles are society irresponsible people who shrug 


their shoulders because somebody 


else 
taken the responsibility and has no intention of letting it 
out his hands 

Somebody from intellectual circles, whom mentioned 
observations, defined them thus: “You are right: 
1939 Poland started live certificate insanity and 
this still going 

Risking your indignation shall say that such life has 
its charm and its assets. After several months Poland, 
left feeling refreshed and much younger. course, such 
life does not, the long run, give great opportunities 
for development and 
admit that there 


provement 


nation-wide improvement, although 
are external possibilities for such im- 
But because we Poles are the people involved, 
usual cannot take advantage the possibilities 
What exactly are the opportunities for improvement? 


One the fact 


} 


the Soviets are now anxious 


Poland mother hen over cracked egg. ‘They 


need Poland. With the right approach, wit, craftiness and 
other virtues, millions could drawn out Russia. But, 
ot course, we just don’t know how to go about it 


Do I intend to go back to Poland pern tlv? 


nanentis 


° 
ia class wno returned 
she found many old friends places, but demoralized 


No. For only good for holiday. used 
living please. Poland one lives crowd which 
One has 


get along with success life depends not 


one tied permanent interdependence 


getting into the bad books this one, calling that one 
name, and breaking off with the other the right 
moment. This not for me. 

must make certain explanatory interjection here: the 
group people with whom associated Poland, group 
consisting few hundred persons, which the above- 
mentioned relations exist, perhaps not typical Poland 

although rather think 


filter down from above 


is, because 


examples always 
And these friends and acquaint- 
ances mine are precisely today’s new privileged class, the 


ruling class. 


said new class. This exaggeration, because ac- 


tually the same intellectual class that had leading posi- 
tions before the war 

myself from that class, and today percent all 
posts Poland are held people generation from 
that class social group. friends from the university, 
from clubs and student unions, from the Union Demo- 


Polish peasant women who have just lost their home fire. 
Prize-winning photo Kubiak, Poland No. 1958 


cratic Youth,* from the Youth Legion,** are everywhere. 
Ministers, professors, factory directors, architects, authors 
these are former friends with whom went dancing 
student balls, had partners youthful flirtations. 
course, today many them say with pride that even 
before the war when they belonged the Youth Legion 
they also belonged the Communist Party, and many 
cases this true. 
One hears about 
out.” 


the intellectuals “sticking their necks 
admit there are such cases, and quite few 
recent years. But well remember the period before 
Stalin’s death when apparently decent people did the most 
filthy things, wrote shameful poetry and dedicated books 
notorious criminals. 


stones? 


But who among can throw 
human being and the more “normal” character, 
the greater artist is. 
and fall again. 


Those people fall, rise again 
That only human. friend mine, 
one those few “invincible” people who never sullied his 
name any signature, dedication, servile poem, etc., 
showed fat album newspaper clippings poems 
and articles praising Stalin after his death. Everyone the 
writer-elite class Poland except Wat and Slonimski can 
found there. But these same people, under somewhat 
different circumstances, when they feel they have the sup- 
port public opinion, are capable fighting well today. 

mentioned Slonimski. His signature the con- 
telegram Pasternak provoked the diplomatic 
intervention the Soviet Embassy Warsaw; his utter- 
ances the UNESCO rally about the Nobel Prize pro- 
voked such and his latest 


poem, which, the way, has not been printed but only 


second intervention, now 


recited poetry reading, caused third diplomatic 
intervention. attended that reading. was arranged 
the Union Writers after return from 


UNESCO. About 400 people were there; was public 
event announced the press. Slonimski gave the audience 
his impressions the UNESCO session and after his report, 
recited few his new, yet unpublished poems, and, 
closing, poem entitled “UNESCO.” The first part 
the poem description the UNESCO session the 


silk, and the smell perfume. 


crystal chandeliers and the rustle 
There literature is cele- 
brated, toasts champagne are drunk its honor. Mean- 
while: 
the wet mist 

the far north 

wooden bench 
poet sits before his dacha 
Diogenes 
Have eaten into the heart 


With 


rings 


poem was recited Polish poet the year 1958 
Warsaw, the capital People’s Poland, the very same 
moment that the “brother” Soviet republic they were 
chorus murdering that same Diogenes his barrel. 


Small prewar liberal organization 
Prewar organization, split into two factions 
the other pro-Con left 


The wiously Pasternak 


> 
one pro-I ilsudski, 


ference 1s ol 


| } | 


p oud 


This hospital the new Romanian town Victoria was erected after 1950 for the workers the Stalin Chemical Combine 


Rumania Today Bucharest), No. 1958 


Social Insurance Programs 


Social insurance, often haile d as thre cornerstone of the Communi t welfare State 
nas proved to be an effective weapon fo force thre individu al into a nationa ¢a 
industry collective farm. The previous article (August 1959 ave detailed 
social insurance programs Czechoslovakia; the following pages examine 
the major aspects insurance coverage Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania. 


As PROOF that the new “Socialist order” offers its people cialization” are often coerced into entering a nationalized 

advantages denied other societies, high Communist industry, collective State farm. 

officials frequently point with pride their Czechoslovakia, which has the most highly developed 
generous and comprehensive social insurance programs. social insurance system the bloc today, Health Insur- 
Health and Social Security (pension) benefits ranging ance coverage permitted for self-employed persons in- 
100 percent the earnings are undoubtedly dependent Social Security benefits for these classes 
more liberal than those generally available Western are far lower than for employees nationalized enterprises 
countries. Such high cash benefits, however, are quite re- Even collective farmers receive health o1 pension benefits 
stricted; they are given only those who have been work- lower rate than other workers, and until the collective 
ing for many years within the sector the farmers are transformed into employees paid the same 
economy in a field which the State deems vital to the na- basis as factory workers it is unlikely that their social insur- 
tional economy. For others. benefits are much lower: for ance coverage will change significantly. comparison with 
self-employed artisans and tradesmen, for independent Czechoslovakia, however, most the other East European 
farmers, benefits are often the rule. such methods nations have excluded even greater segments the popula- 


these, remnants the population who have resisted tion from enjoying the fruits the State.” 


o 


Poland 


ALL the other Communist States, Poland provides 


benefits five categories social insurance: Health 


and Maternity Insurance (which usually includes both 
cash benefits and free medical care): Family Allowances; 
Social Security (pensions Disability and Survivors’ In- 


Un- 


and 


Insurance. 
West 
existence prewar Poland, finds place “Social- 


Accident 
common 


Surance 


employment Insurance, 


ist another difference between Communist and 


non-Communist social insurance systems the method 


financing the programs. the West, insurance benefits are 


generally provided through tripartite system contribu- 


tions paid the employer, the insured, and the govern- 


ment; premiums are graduated according the expected 


claims. Eastern Europe, the other hand, except 
the cases of self-employed persons and collective farmers, 
contributions derive exclusively from the employer. In the 
Vast majority of cases, however, the enterprises have been 
and the State assumes the role the em- 


nationalized 


ployer: contributions and payments are essentially 
keepu operation within the framework of the national 
budget. Furthermore, since the regime alone responsible 


for the social insurance program, insurance expenditures 
can often found the national budget only under the 
general heading, “Social and Cultural Expenditures.” 

Over the 


have risen in every 


past few years social insurance expenditures 
country Eastern Europe. 
reater section of the population has been incorporated in 
the programs, but this increased coverage (particularly 
con pared with prewal days must be regarded to a large 
a consequence ol the political, economi and SO- 
changes in the area; the economically independent 
class has been diminished and the 


time there has been a substantial increase both in abso- 
lute numbers and in proportion to the total population ol 
the “gainfully Today, the overwhelming ma- 
jority the population can considered “employees,” the 
major exception being those working the “private agri- 
cultural sector the which, turn, dimin- 
collectivization pushed forward 

this respect, Poland represents special case; although 
social insurance expenditures have risen recently, the num- 
ber of private farmers has increased since the collapse ol 
1956, and these are excluded from all so- 


cial insurance coverage. The number collective farmers 
} 


who are allowed health but other benefits) 
very low level. social insurance expenditures 
Poland totalled 9.7 billion percent 
budget 1958, these expenditures rose 18.6 billion 
loty (11.7 percent the budget). Nevertheless, due the 
number those working the agricultural 


sector the economy, 1958 only percent the popu- 
lation was COVCT' dl by ial insurance, a smaller peree ntage 


other East 


than any 
Prior to 


white-collar 


European country. 
|Warsaw), 1959. 
Health Insurance 


manual, 
and agricultural 


benefits for 


workers offered cash benefits 


weeks. qualify, the insured must have worked mini- 


mum four weeks. contribution percent the 


earnings was also required, with two-thirds this 


amount paid the employee, the remaining amount 
the employer. Maternity 


the insured female 
totalled percent her wage for eight weeks, six 


benefits for 


which were subsequent confinement. Medical benefits 


kind were also provided for the insured and members 


his family, although nominal fee was charged for medi- 


cal treatment. Certain categories patients paid fees, 


those who were unemployed, had very low earnings 


had been injured industrial accident. 


Social Security benefits, entailing old-age, disability, and 


survivors’ pensions, were also available only manual, 


white-collar and agricultural workers. qualify for Social 


Security benefits the white-collar employee must have paid 


health and center for workers 
in Western Poland. 


a 


his premiums for months and the manual worker for 
200 weeks before filing claim. 
(male) and 


Retirement age was 
for manual workers, and and 
for white-collar workers. The cash benefit was generally 


female 


percent the average earnings, plus incre- 
ment which varied according the number his 
insurance. totally disabled worker received two-thirds 
his average earnings; partially disabled workers received 
proportionally less. (Oscar Halecki, ed., Poland, pp. 491- 
514, Frederick Praeger, New York, 1957. 

During this period there were also alternative private 
insurance programs available; benefits were dependent 
the amount the premium, and course was possible 
some cases take out number policies for provision 
against old age, sickness and death. Under the Communist 
regime, such alternatives are longer possible, and 
the State alone which decides the amount coverage ac- 
corded each individual. both the pre-Communist and 
Communist eras, the vast majority the population has 
not been covered social insurance; what most striking 
today, however, is the difference between the allegations of 
the regime and the existing situation. One the axioms 
the “Socialist State” has been the proclamation that “all 


citizens . . have the right to health protection and to aid 


the event sickness incapacity for work” 
tion the Polish People’s Republic, Article citi- 
however, has come mean all those working within 


the Socialist sector the Poland this results 
depriving approximately percent the population 
full social insurance coverage (Przeglad Ubezpieczen 
1957 


lecznych 


Health Insurance 


CONTRIBUTIONS for Health Insurance, well for 


all other social insurance programs, entirely 


from the employer, who pays 15.5 percent the total 


come 


wages his employees, the enterprise State-owned, 
percent privately operated. University students, dep- 
uties Parliament, collective farmers and members 
families are entitled free medical and dental care with- 
out cash benefits. and only in State health centers. 

In order to combat the high rate of absenteeism, the 
Health Insurance program administered the Central 
Social Insurance Administration, set the Central 
Trade Union Council. this way, claims for sickness ben- 
fits can examined the Trade Union organization 
each respective 

The cash benefit for employees, based the 
weekly wage over three month period preceding his illness, 
receives percent with dependents, percent with 
dependents. These benefits last from weeks de- 
pending the nature the illness. There waiting 
period. During the first three months his illness, white- 
collar employee may receive his full salary lieu 
Health Insurance Polityczny Gospo- 
darczy, 1958 


1 


benefit 100 percent her earnings, payable for weeks, 


Maternity benefits for the working mother include cash 


“Welcome, dear guests.” 


Sign reads: 


Caption: That how the rest home Monin Prohod will greet its 
guests.” Sturshel (Sofia), April 24, 1959 


well prenatal and postnatal care; qualify for ma- 
ternity benefits the employee must have worked least 
four months during the months preceding confinement 
Throughout the World, 1958, 
Department Health, Education and Welfare 

the death 


rams 


employee, the family may receive 


funeral grant equivalent the last seven weeks his 
family, the employee paid the equivalent his last three 
However, according the Polish social in- 


an employe 1s quite well paid L.e 


weeks’ salary. 
surance review, 


zloty per 


zen January 
even 


month) the equivalent three weeks’ salary 


not enough cover the necessary funeral 


Problems Health Insurance Coverage 


Gomulka’s Poland, with well over percent the 
population working independent farmers, the Commu 
nist principle that those working the private sector 
not entitled Health Insurance protec- 
The weekly P tyka 


January 24, 1959, 


the economy are 
tion has been seriously questioned. 
Warsaw 


f this problem and implied that medical care, if not cash 


ramifications 


{ 
benefits, should 


extended the independent farmer: 


“The overwhelming majority of the peasants are not in- 


sured the event sickness. The only benefit open 


them the possibility making comparatively 
ions 


ments for visits to health centers, and some deduct 


the cost medicines. addition, the cases 
The 1956 rural 
population Lodz Province was 1.113.963. these, the 
number insured 


100. The 


> 


‘social diseases’, such as tuberculosis, all 


treatment entirely paid for the State. 


the third quarter 1956 
colossal figure 


1ation 1s general insu 


uninsured reached the 
One solution this sit 


erage in the rural areas.” 


| 


Family Allowances 


prewar Poland, Family Allowances were provided 
only some industries, such mining, distilling, salt, iron, 
zinc and tobacco, through collective bargaining 
they were financed the employer. Under the Communist 
regime, Family Allowances for all employees are standard 
practice. The cash benefits May 10, 1958 were fol- 
100 zloty; 
130 zloty; for the fourth and each additional 
150 zloty. (Przeglad Ubezpieczen Spolecznych, June 
independent farmer self-employed artisan 


lows: for one child—65 for the second 
for the third 
child 
1957. 


tradesman receives any family allotment. 


Social Security 


Health Insurance, pension benefits are denied 
any individual working the private sector the 
economy. The organization the Social Security program 
the hands the Ministry Labor and Social Welfare 
and administered through provincial and local government 
offices. Benefits are dependent the nature the em- 
ployee’s work, which, turn, divided into two major 
occupations considered particularly harmful 
health, such mining, chemicals, smelting, textiles, etc., and 
all others. Further qualifications include the number 


years employment (25 years—men; years—-women 


and age retirement (65 years—men; years—women, 


Communist Homes for the Aged 


shocking conditions which have prevailed 


oO} 
x ‘ 


“old folks’ homes” Hungary, reported the 
former Budapest pic torial review, Beke March 
31, 1954: 


“In the Tab home Somogy County the premises were 


largely unheated during the winter; warm clothing was in- 
sufficient, result which manv the inmates became 
seriously Food poor; there are practically reserve 
stocks. Under these circumstances the inmates are dis- 
They not feel home, and their grumblings 
are justified. The situation further aggravated the 
fact that the inmates not keep the place clean, simply 
because they not feel that this really their home, which 
belongs them 

“This is, course, not surprising, and typical the 
situation the fact that the manager the Home deco- 
rated the main hall with his own picture. The manager was 
removed the council. the Home Borsodivanka the 
recently-removed manager and his successor joined forces, 
gorging themselves the best food and drink the ex- 
pense the inmates. They even exchanged their worn 
clothes for good suits which were owned the Home for 
the use the inmates were rude the inmates 
to such an extent that the intimidated old people did not 
even dare complain. The attention the National 
Welfare Center was finally drawn the untenable condi- 


tions, and the manager and other responsible persons were 
called to account.” 


PRAST: Lekarse w lecenictwle etwartym previmela ceeste pe Kil kudstestectu pacientéw deiennte. 


“News item: Doctors the public clinics generally receive dozens 
patients day.” 
Trybuna Mazowiecka (Warsaw), April 1958 


reduced respectively ages and the work con- 
sidered hazardous). Time spent salaried employee be- 
fore the Communist coup counted. 

The employee entitled cash benefit percent 
his average earnings below 1,200 per month during 
the last twelve months before filing claim; percent 
due employee whose wages are between 1,200 and 
2,000 zloty per month, percent between 2,000 and 3,000, 
and percent those who earned more, 4,000 zloty. 
Gospodarczy, 1958.) The minimum 
pension 500 zloty per month, barely one third the 
average monthly wage 1958, which was estimated 
1,462 zloty per month. Ludu Febru- 
ary 10.) 

Old-age pensions awarded before 1954 had been fixed 
lower rate than those quoted above, and March 28, 
1958, the Sejm (Parliament 
percent increase those persons whose pensions were 


voted approximate 


tablished prior 1954, and 100 percent increase for wid- 
ows, order reach the minimum 500 pension for 
employees, 360 zloty for widows. This raised the average 
monthly stipend these former pensioners from 241.33 
(Przeglad Ubezpieczen Spoleczych, May-June, 
1958 

Social Security benefits are also denied collective farm- 
ers, although the principle extending pensions mem- 
bers agricultural collectives has recently been under con- 
sideration. (Prawo Zycie February 22, 1958. 


Other Benefits 


The qualifications and benefits under Disability Insur- 
the cash 
benefit for totally disabled worker, however, percent 


ance are similar those for old-age pensions: 


more than for old-age pensioner. The rates cash bene- 
fits are correspondingly less depending the nature and 
degree the disability, but usually not fall below 
percent the average earnings. The age re- 
quirement years employment over years old; 
under 30. Minimum monthly pension for 


Widows’ benefits are set percent the insured’s 
earnings below 1,200 zloty per month, plus increase 
percent the sum over 1,200 but less than 2,000 zloty, and 
percent increase for the sum over 2,000 zloty per 
month. With one child, the pension increased 
per month; with two more children, the widow receives 
increase 145 zloty per month. The minimum pension 
360 zloty per month, and the benefit may re- 
duced suspended she employed. 

Work-Injuries (or Accident) Insurance benefits for 
employee are the same scale those received 
Disability Insurance. The primary difference between the 
two programs lies their administration: short-term cash 
benefits are handled the Central Social Insurance Ad- 
ministration through the organs the local trade unions; 
the injury proves permanent nature, the ad- 
ministration passes the Ministry Labor and Social 
Welfare, and the worker becomes eligible for Disability 
Insurance. 


Changes After 1956 


DESIRE atone for the wrong done innocent per- 

sons the period time before the ‘Polish 
wrote Przeglad Ubezpieczen Feb- 
ruary, 1957, “has also been expressed in the various regu- 
lations governing the retirement plan.” statement 
based the fact that the months immediately follow- 
ing Gomulka’s return power, the regulations governing 
social insurance were changed award increase pen- 
sions many those once branded the 
during the bleak Stalinist era. November 15, 1956, the 
Sejm ratified decree that restored increased certain 
Social Security benefits the surviving families mem- 
bers the non-Communist Polish underground who died 
during the Second World War. the years after the Com- 
munists came to power, members of the non-Communist 
underground movement had been discriminated against, 
deported, and imprisoned, and since 1949 the laws passed 
1945 assuring them priority obtaining jobs, scholar- 
ships and apartments, well guaranteeing pensions 
their families, had been repealed. Only the survivors 
“those who died the struggle liberate Poland from 
the German invader and safeguard the people’s rule” 
were granted pensions. Due this ruling, approximately 
surviving relatives members the non-Commu- 
nist underground had lost their right receive social in- 
surance benefits, according the same article 
Ubezpieczen Spolecznych. 

Another result the “1956 Revolution” was restore 
pension benefits “persons unjustly deprived their free- 
dom” and make payment retroactive the date their 
imprisonment; also, most cases, pensions were longer 
permanently terminated for persons imprisoned. years 
later, pension benefits were extended former owners 
various enterprises and real estate appropriated the 
State. (Przeglad November, 
1958. 

One the most irritating handicaps the Polish Social 
Security system has also come light since 1956—the bu- 


reaucratic “red which often bedevils Communist 
administrations. article the Warsaw 
nik Demokratyczny, June revealed that the average time 
takes approve old-age pensions the Warsaw Na- 
tional Council days, and for disability pension, 109 
days: “In many cases petitioners have had wait half 
year even whole year. This one the paradoxes 
our time: Poland—a highly industrialized nation—is one 
the most backward far office organization and tech- 
nique concerned.” 


Hungary 


NGARY ALSO provides social insurance benefits for all 
those “working the Socialist sector the economy” 
and denies them self-employed persons and independ- 
ent farmers. Cash benefits, although low comparison 
with Czechoslovakia’s and Poland’s, have also risen stead- 
ily ever-larger percentage the population has be- 
come eligible for them. prewar Hungary (1938 
million persons, including dependents, were covered so- 


o 


) 
cial insurance (31 percent the population) 1957 this 
figure had risen 6.1 million (62 percent the popula- 
tion). Expenditures for social insurance programs, central- 
ized 1949-50, also increased from 2.3 billion forint 
1950 percent the national budget) 7.1 billion 
1957 (14 percent the Szemle 
1958 


Health Insurance 
ALTH well all other social insurance 


programs Hungary, administered the National 
Council Trade Unions, through its Trade Union Social 
Insurance Office and local branches the latter. Unlike 
Poland, where the number agricultural collectives very 
low, Hungary provides optional Health Insurance coverage 
for its collective farmers: however, the rates cash bene- 
fits depend specific, separate agreements concluded be- 
tween the kolkhozes and the social insurance authorities. 
Under the current regulations governing Health Insur- 
ance, the duration the cash benefit (65 percent the 
employee’s wage*) dependent the length uninter- 
rupted employment prior the maximum du- 
ration cash benefits, one year; for those suffering frem tu- 
berculosis, two years. Workers who leave their jobs without 
permission who have been discharged result dis- 
ciplinary action are not eligible receive any wage com- 
pensation the case sickness disability, although 
worker who falls into this category and who subsequently 
becomes steadily employed may have his case reconsidered 
the insured (with dependents) hospitalized, the bene- 
fit reduced percent; with dependents, percent. 
Benefits kind include free hospitalization one year 
two vears for tuberculosis) and general medical care. 
Maternity benefits are available the working mother. 
These include free medical care physician and midwife 


1957 the worker’s average monthly wage was estimated 
1,480 forint. (Statisztikai Kozlemenyek [Budapest], 1959. 
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The X-ray department the health center the Hungarian 
mining town Hungary Budapest) No. 8-9, 1956 
during and after her pregnancy, well cash benefits dur- 
ing the leave absence from her work (six weeks before 
and six weeks after her confinement). the expectant 
mother has been insured for least 270 days prior her 
confinement, she will receive 100 percent her earnings 
cash benefit; she has been insured for least 180 days, 
the benefit will amount percent her wages. During 
her stay the hospital, the working mother receives per- 
cent the maternity benefit. ‘The wife employee 
also entitled free medical care the event pregnancy 
maternity grant, amount fixed the National 
Union Council, further cash benefit due the 
working Decree No. 35, 1955 


Family Allowances 


Effective April 1959, Family Allowances were raised 
employees farmers. The new 
rates were follows: for two per 
month: three children—300 forint; for each additional 
child—120 The allotment for working 
woman with one forint per month; two children 

240 three children—300 forint; for each addi- 
tional child, 120 forint. single woman working col- 
lective, who under the former ruling received nothing, re- 
ceives forint monthly for the first child, and 140 forint 
two children. 

Other members agricultural collectives receive the fol- 
lowing amounts: for three forint per month: 
with increase int for each additional child 


Social Security 


system until quite recently was de- 


signed primarily reward the employee who had been 
working the “Socialist sector the since the 
postwar Communist coup, and, almost all cases, dis- 
allow time employment the years preceding World 
War II. For this reason, one the qualifying conditions 


was have worked for least ten years prior filing 
claim for the full amount old-age pension (the age 
requirement—60 for men, for women). Years work 
prior 1945 were disregarded, since the regime claimed 
that was impossible establish clear account em- 
ployment during the prewar period. Furthermore, anyone 
considered have been “class during those years 
was deprived all pension rights. 

shocking example this latter brand discrimination 
was revealed 1953 the occasion the 110th anniver- 
sary the birth the well-known Hungarian inventor, 
Puskas, when Beke Szabadsag Oc- 
tober 13, 1953, reported that the inventor’s year old 
widow was living the most desperate poverty. “class 
alien” she had been deprived her pension benefits, her 
modest apartment had been confiscated the local au- 
thorities, and she was virtually starving. After the incident 
received publicity, her pension rights were reinstated, but 
the incident helped underline the whole system's inequities. 

December 1958, the pension benefits 
revised for those workers who had been 
1945. this the regime blandly announced that 
ditions had changed” and that “now possible count 
the length employment since 1929, the year when general 
Social Security coverage was introduced our country.” 
Another reason why pension benefits had been much lower 
for those who had retired before 1954 with less than 
ten years service since 1945) and one which was prob- 
ably closer the truth, was the fact that “it was financially 
unfeasible raise the amount pensions proportion 
1959. 

was resolution December 24, 1958 which finally 
increased total old-age pension funds 630 million forint 
per year, take effect January 1959. Nepszabadsag, the 
following day, explained the provisions the new ruling: 


“The resolution concentrates primarily raising pen- 
sions the lowest brackets and eliminating discrepancies 
between the recently and previously retired persons 
255,000 individuals will affected and the resolution 
will considerably improve the living standard those re- 
tired before 1954. When becomes effective, the average 
monthy pension will rise from 473 635 forint. The 
resolution will also remedy long-standing wrong with re- 
gard veteran workers who retired after twenty-five 
thirty vears service but whose pensions were set without 
any consideration for their pre-1945 service. “The 
time service necessary for pension rights will also 
revised the past, after ten service the 
worker was entitled fifty percent his pay with one 
percent supplement for each year service beyond this 
period, Such short work period was allowed order 
give pension those who had been without work 
who were blacklisted during the Horthy regime 
Now, under the new resolution, the service period allowing 
the worker receive full pension benefits will gradually 
increased. 1959 will fourteen one vear will 
added each vear until 1970, when 
service will required for full benefits. 


Pensions, however, will still denied so-called “class 


aliens,” anyone the regime pleases: “Our pension reg- 


ulations differentiate between those who held leading posi- 
tions under the old regime, but were upright and decent 
people, and those who had always taken stand against the 
interest the Szemle, op. cit. 

with Health Insurance, Social Security benefits for 
collective farmers depend separate agreements con- 
cluded between the agricultural cooperative and the Social 
Insurance Office: benefits are graduated according the 
amount the premium. 

Disability Insurance benefits also depend the length 
years employed. qualify for full benefits under the 
government decree December 24, 1958, the worker must 
have had two years employment disabled the age 
22, the period required employment lengthening steps 
years employment age over. totally dis- 
abled worker may receive pension percent his 
earnings; partially disabled worker may receive pension 
percent. There also increment entailing one 
percent his pension per year employment since 1945. 

Widows’ benefits are the same as those received for old 
age. The qualifying conditions, however, require the widow 
least vears old caring for two children; other- 
wise, the pension pavable for one year only. orphan 
under age receives similar cash benefit. 

provisions Work-Injuries Accident) Insurance 
are similar those governing Disability the only 
important difference the slightly higher cash benefit for 
temporarily disabled persons, which this case 
cent the earnings. 


Bulgaria 


B' LGARIA, LIKE Czechoslovakia, extends social insurance 

coverage larger segment the population than 
the other East European countries. Social Security ben- 
efits the form old-age pensions and Disability Insur- 
ance are available independent farmers 
ployed persons, although the amount cash benefit for 
these classes is significantly lower than for employees work- 
ing industry. The Ministry Public 
Health and Social Welfare charged with 
the although the contributions for social insur- 
ance are incorporated the State budget, they derive 
the main from three sources: from indirect taxation such 
the “turnover tax” sales tax), paid the con- 
employer contributions, set the rate twelve and 
one half percent the payroll; and premiums 
paid directly by the self-employed worker and collective 
farm. Recent expenditures for social insurance have risen 


considerably Bulgaria—-from 1.3 billion 1957 
national budget Rabotnichesko Delo March 14. 


Health Insurance 
NEFITS FOR emplovees under Health Insurance include 


free medical and dental care and free hospitalization 
well the following cash benefits: after three five 
years continuous the same enterprise 


percent the average monthly wage; after tive 
seven percent; over seven percent. 
the time uninterrupted employment has been less than 
three years, only percent the salary paid 

Labor Code November 13, 1951, amended the 
Law November 15, 1957*). The dependence cash ben- 
efits the length uninterrupted employment the same 
enterprise doubt stems from the problem high labor 
turnover and absenteeism which frequently plagues Com- 
munist regimes; combat this, benefits are carefully con- 
trolled reward the “deserving worker” and 

For the collective farmers, free health care available 
but cash benefits are given; those working the private 
sector the economy are denied any Health Insurance 

Maternity cash benefits for are also based 
the length uninterrupted service the same enter- 
prise. the working mother has spent less than two years 
the same enterprise, she receives only percent 
her earnings, payable for days before and days after 


confinement; from two three percent; 
three percent. 


According to a decree ol January 7 1957, publis! d in 
Rabotnichesko Delo, November 24, allowances for 


families having total monthly income not 
more than 1,800 will paid follows: for one child 

for two for three children— 190; 
for four for five for each ad- 


ditional Allowances for families with larger in- 


Social Security 
THOUGH and disability pensions are 


to those workin in both the private and “Socialist” 
sectors of the economy, the amount of the cash benetits has 
been manipulated highly discriminatory manner or- 
der force the self-employed artisan into 
enterprise and the independent farmer into collective 
Those receiving the most generous bene hits are employees 
who, turn, have been divided into three main categories 
according job tenure and age: Category 


ars 
employment; age: men, 50, women, 45; Category 
twenty years employment; age: men, 55; women, 
Category years employment; men 
60, women, The minimum old-age pension 
per month, and where the job tenure exceeds the minimum 
prescribed, the pensionet receives an additional 2 percent 
pre sent re ulation rates ol cash be nefits are as [ol 

Upt percent 

800 


The average industrial wage 1957 was estimated 
625 leva per month 


. 
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1.001-1.200 65 ) 
1 901.9 ) 
Over 2.200 > 1.32 
| 
93 


Old-age pensions are granted self-employed persons 
after twenty-five years employment and insurance pay- 
ments; the age requirement for men, for women. 
The minimum pension after years 120 per month, 
otherwise, the minimum falls mere leva monthly, 
one-sixth the minimum, less than tenth the 
average income. Those persons who 
minimum age requirement but are without the necessary 
number years employment, have the right pen- 
sion they have worked for twelve and one-half years and 
have made insurance payments during this time. such 
cases the pension calculated the basis the insurance 
premiums. 

Until 1957, pensions for both independent and collective 
farmers were the leva per month; this, course, 
was mere token. January 1957, however, new law 
went into effect changing the rate pension benefits for 
collective farmers the following manner: all collective 
farmers who have been engaged agricultural work for 
twenty-five years and attain the age for women and 
for men qualify for Social Security benefits. The amount 
the monthly pension will between and 150 leva. 
The basic sum leva may increased according 
the number years the farmer has been member 
chairman collective. Heroes Socialist Labor and 
certain other award winners will receive additional pay- 

The system financed through fund established the 
Ministry Health and Social Welfare. The fund 
raised from taxes cigarettes and alcoholic beverages, 
contributions collective farms percent gross in- 
come after deductions for taxes and seeds) and contribu- 
tions individual collective farmers percent their 
annual private income. Unlike industrial workers, collec- 
tive farmers will able work beyond the retirement age 
with reduction the pensions they receive. Independ- 
ent farmers will continue receive pensions the previous 
rate 240 leva per year. (Izvestia, January 1957 

Bulgaria follows the standard practice the Communist 
regimes refusing acknowledge any pre-liberation em- 
ployment part the required job tenure for those “dis- 
missed for fascist ac tivities: {former] members of the police, 
commissioned and non-commissioned army officers, and 
Never- 


rulings have extended pensions to those for- 


mayors and deputy the prewar regime].” 
theless, recen 
mer “class who are otherwise eligible under the cur- 
rent regulations. Since their period prewar employment 
disregarded, however, their cash benefits are 
extremely low 


Other Benefits 


Disability pensions are dependent the degree in- 
capacity and the nature the work performed. For em- 
ployees, the minimum age requirement years, inde- 
pendent any job tenure, and after the age 25, five vears 
employment are necessary. Cash benefits are calculated 
the basis the average monthly salary received during 
the last months preceding the illness; minimum monthly 
pension 200 maximum pension, percent the 
monthly salary over 1,500 leva 


Bulgarian trade union resort Troyan. 


Bulgaria (Sofia), No. 1958 


Self-employed persons may receive disability benefits 
they have made insurance payments for least years before 
the age 25, and over; the minimum benefit 
100 leva per month. (Statisticheski Godishnik, 1957 

Recently, Disability Insurance has been offered col- 
lective farmers, the disability results from accident 
sickness incurred while the job. The monthly pen- 
sion varies from 200 300 leva, depending the nature 
the illness. August 

benefits are limited employees and cer- 
tain cases, collective farmers and self-employed artisans. 
For those working the Socialist sector the economy 
cash benefits are follows: one percent 

percent, 
more dependents—100 percent. Minimum survivors’ 
pensions for self-employed persons are follows: leva 
per month—one dependent; 
120 leva—3 more dependents. (Articles and 
the Labor Code. 


Work-Injuries Insurance restricted employees and 


the pension the insured; dependents 


collective farmers and governed regulations similar 
those for Disability Insurance. The minimum 240 
leva per month. (Article the Labor Code. 

Although Unemployment Insurance granted 
such, possible Bulgaria collect “aid for unemploy- 
ment.” According April 11, 1958 worker 
employee dismissed without prejudice, who has not been 
employed elsewhere, has the right financial aid ranging 
from leva per day has worked least 
years during the previous three years. The right this 
aid continues until the day his employment, but not for 
more than weeks within 


Romania 


SOCIAL WELFARE program provides the Bucharest 

government with many opportunities 
surance coverage today compared with the past. Figures 
are continually quoted prove that the Communist regime 
has been far more humanitarian than the “bourgeois 
although without explaining exactly what classes the 
population actually enjoy full social insurance 
this ten-vear review social welfare Romania, from the 


organ the Trade Unions, Munca 
93. 


Bucharest), January 


“In the period 1949-1958, the sums allocated for pensions 
increased 5.1 times, and the number employees and chil- 
dren sent sanatoriums and health 
times larger 1958 than 1949. 


resorts was three 
Excessive bureau- 
cracy found the bourgeois insurance administration was 
avoided. the past the maintenance costs adminis- 
tering social insurance were almost percent the in- 
surance funds; today, the operation this program repre- 


sents less than percent the funds.” 


All social insurance programs are financed the State 
with employer contributions varying from 9.9 percent 
the payroll nationalized industries, percent pri- 
vate enterprises. Self-employed persons and independent 
farmers are excluded from all social 


Health Insurance 


Once again the Communist struggle against absenteeism 
labor 
Health The rates cash benefits 
vary from 100 percent the earnings** 
under prescribed level, according the number years 
uninterrupted employment the same enterprise and 
the nature the work. benefit 100 percent due 
those workers who have had eight years total employ- 
ment four years uninterrupted employment; least 
three months continuous employment the same enter- 
prise required before receiving any cash benefit and there 
waiting period one week before cash benefits are 
available. Benefits kind include free medical care and 
hospitalization. 


turnover reflected the regulations 


governing Insurance. 


For the working mother, the maternity cash benefit 
100 percent her earnings under prescribed level, pay- 
able for days before and days after confinement. 
qualify for maternity benefits, the woman must have been 
working least one year, including three months unin- 
terrupted employment the same enterprise. 


Family Allowances and Social Security 


the height the Hungarian Revolt, October 29, 
1956, the Romanian government announced substantial 
increases Family Allowances, old-age and disability pen- 
sions. Family allotments were then set the following 
rates: 100 let per month payable for each eligible child 
under age 14, the parents’ monthly wage pension 
less than 1,200 Payment begins after the second child 
the income between 1,201 and 1,500 let per month; 
after the third child, between 1,501 and 2,000 lei; and 
after the fourth child, over 2,000 lez. 


Unless otherwise stated, all statistics quoted this review 
social insurance system are taken from the pamphlet: 
Social Security Programs Throughout the World, 1958, published 
the Dept. Health, Education and Welfare 


1957 the industrial average wage was approxi- 
mately 650 per month. 


Old-age pensions and particularly the rate cash bene- 
fits depends greatly the number years uninterrupted 
employment the 


same enterprise. qualify for 


pension man must have reached the age 60, woman 


55, and have been respectively employed for and 


(underground unhealthy work slightly reduces 
both the period required employment and the age re- 
quirement). Retirement not mandatory the receipt 


pension; often, full partial benefits plus 


wage are offered throughout the 


induce 
the valuable worker stay the job after retirement age. 
plenum the Party Central Committee, July 13-14, 


Party boss Gheorghiu-Dej announced increased cash bene- 


Soviet bloc 


fits all categories pensions. According his report, 
old-age pensions will increased average per- 
cent. The new minimum pension will 350 increase 
100 let since 1957. 

Cash benefits are primarily determined according 
the nature the work performed 
dangerous work paying low average monthly wage 
500 let), the minimum cash benefit will assessed about 
percent the earnings; the other hand, for 
a clerk with a 
month 


For very heavy 


relatively high wage( 1,200 
the minimum pension fixed about percent 
his earnings. For each year work excess the 
minimum period required for pension, increment 
2.5 percent the average wage will awarded 
(Scinteta August 

this same plenary session, the following changes 
Disability, Work-Injuries and Survivors’ Insurance were 
made public: “Pensions drawn due accident 
Injuries Insurance] illness {Disability Insurance] will 
increased average percent, representing between 
and 100 percent the wage earned the worker prior 
incapacity, and awarded the basis the de- 
gree incapacity, length service, conditions work, 
and circumstances under which the worker was disabled. 
disabled due work accident 
will also receive additional compensation 200 
monthly. 


Pensioners who become 


the disability due illness accident 
outside work, increment 100 let per month will 

Survivors’ benefits, previously fixed rate per- 
cent the pension the insured for widows, percent 
the pension for orphans under the age 16, are 

New measures affecting the pensions for collective farmers 
are also being considered. Formerly, pension benefits de- 
pended specific arrangements made between the collec- 
tive farm and the Social Security adminstration. Now, 
single standard collective farmers, based 
the contributions the farm and the farm workers, 
announced the near future. 


system for 


Even though new, more liberal social insurance benefits 
have been granted, the Communist State still not pre- 
pared award any benefit “those persons who, 
August 23, 1944, carried out anti-democratic and reaction- 


ary activities contrary the interests the people 


well those evidencing hostile attitudes toward the 


regime 


| 
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China Through Yugoslav 


Some the best newspaper reporting events Communist China has come from Yugo- 
lav correspondents stationed Peiping. Through the fog generated official enthusiasm 
and faked statistics, they have managed convey some the real truth about China’s 
leap forward.” They have been assisted, course, the political feud raging be- 
tween China and Yugoslavia which has provided them with ready audience back home 

one denied other East European correspondents who must abide within the official 
the Communist bloc. The Yugoslavs were vindicated way 
when the Chinese Communists admitted—after extraordinary 
ion Party Central their statistics progress were bit and 
that their economic goals for 1959 would have to be reduced by as much as 50 percent. 
Some the stress and turmoil underlying this admission are shown the Yugoslav dis- 


patches printed below. (Earlier reports appeared the Nov. 1958 and July 1959 issues.) 


challenge telephone from workers the Peiping Steel Works steelmakers Shihchingshan. They are pledging fulfill the 


target fifty days ahead schedule and produce fifty new kinds steel.” 


Photo and caption from China Reconstructs (Peiping), July 1959 


and Confusion" 


ANNOUNCEMENT the eighth plenum the Cen- 
tral Committee the Chinese Communist Party had 
the effect bolt from the blue for most the Chinese 
public, while for the majority foreign observers Peip- 
ing was event which exceeded their wildest expecta- 
tions. The first and most general impression after the publi- 
cation the surprising facts could said mixed 
feeling wonder and confusion. 

has been more less obvious for some time large 
number Peiping observers that China this year faces 
many objective and subjective difficulties, that the past 
practice itself casts suspicion the trustworthiness 
last statistics, and that the prospects fulfilling the 
high 1959 plan targets are very dim. But that the highest 
Party body, after long session held the utmost secrecy, 
would publicly deny many last year’s and this year’s 
such a 
turn events China could hardly have been expected 
anyone 


figures and reduce them more than percent 


The eighth plenum, held only three months after the last 
session the National People’s Congress which confirmed 
all the heures tor last vear and this year, was, it seems, 
forced proclaim many these figures the fruit 
pure imagination. The plenum, among other things, 
reduced the high figure 375 million tons 
duced last vear 250 million tons, and this year’s ambi- 
tious target 525 million tons only bit over one-half 
this figure. The cotton production target for this year 
was corrected and reduced less than 2.5 million tons 
instead million. The steel production target was cut 
one-third and fixed instead million tons. 

For the broad masses the Chinese population this event 
must seem like bolt out the blue, for until yesterday not 
single form public propaganda contained the slightest 
intimation that the plan figures for this year, the statistics 
for last could considered inaccurate that slash 
more than percent would necessary. some de- 
gree the opposite was true. The campaign against rightist 
opportunists gave the impression, yesterday, that the 
very thought considerable reduction plan targets 
would be considered a rightist tendency and as such con- 
demned. 

what until yesterday had been, speak, un- 
mentionable thought public propaganda, was neverthe- 
less deducible some extent from the course daily events 
China. serious shortage the market, difficulties 
supply, and dislocations exchange between various parts 
the economy have for long time given clear indications 
that not all was order with the record-breaking figures 
1958 and with the plan targets for 1959. 

connection with the facts just released, observers ask: 
Why should all this have occurred just now, month before 
the great celebration the tenth anniversary the Chinese 
People’s Republic? Why did the great plans achieve the 
highest development few leaps have drastically 
slashed only the second year the so-called great leap 
forward? Above all, did the April session the Na- 


tional People’s Congress, which also elected new chairman 


Statistical Leap Backward 


millions tons 


57 1958 1958 Old New 
tual False Revised Targets Targets 


) 


Food grains 275 
Cotton 
Coal 


Pig iron 


Steel 9.3 


Sources: Premier Chou En-lai’s report the Standing 
Committee the Second National People’s Congress, Au- 
gust 26, and previous statistical reports the Peiping 
government. the million tons steel first said have 
been produced in 


1958, only million were “usable in- 
dustry,” according to Chou Letters “‘n.a.” 


available 


mean no feures 


the Republic—only three months high tribute 
once again the achievements 1958? These are ques- 
tions which will require more investigation before they are 
properly answered 
The most general impression among Peiping observers 
now the conviction that the step taken the Central 
Committee the Chinese Communist Party this plenuim 
was sooner later inevitable 
Bogunovic from Radio Belgrade, Au- 


gust 28, 1959. 


Little Freedom" 
NES established and proclaimed “the 


seed Communism.” Under that slogan, forms and 
principles which had been valid far were abandoned: 
nearly everything was taken away from the peasant house- 
holds and brought into the collectives; they were deprived 
homesteads, tools, poultry and the right produce any- 
thing themselves; the principle payment according 
work done was and forth 

Later, practice, was seen that some the new 


theories and calculations could not stand 


he pring iples 
payment were then again put into effect and big series 
organizational communes was established 
lines the former collective farms, with nearly the same 
rights the latter. Finally, peasant households were 
back their farmsteads and the right grow vegetables and 
raise poultry and pigs privately, for their own use 

This returning of homesteads and the right to private 
production called here the “little freedom.” Now 
explained why this “little freedom” useful and necessary 

Some people hold the view that, above all, important 
achieve “large-scale production” and that grant the 
peasant right his little production can only 
obstacle the implementation the communes’ 


general tasks right care 


These people are told: 

about “large-scale production” but still impossible 
force people work without break, they should 
given some leisure time. this so, why not give people 


piece land which would otherwise remain uncultivated 
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and let them cultivate their leisure hours and raise 
some poultry and cattle? Would that not better for the 
members the commune and the general social well- 
being? 

Some leaders admit that this so, but the same time 
they are worried that this “little may develop the 
spontaneous capitalistic tendencies the peasants and 
drive them away from the collective. 

true that could come this, explained, but 
One should 
cautious judging these matters, but far the problem 


let not worry too much about 


lies not being vigilant prevent the emergence capi- 
talist tendencies but too great fear them. 

third person correctly noted: “All this very nice, but 
will members the commune, when given the ‘little free- 
not try primarily well the jobs their own 
homesteads—for example, collect fertilizer for their own 
use what will remain for the fields the com- 
mune?” 

Yes, this man told, there contradiction between 
the individual and the collective good. Viewed from 
wider aspect, however, allowing this freedom” the 
contradiction will settled rather than deepened. 
must realized that the production the communes 
cannot yet satisfy the needs all their members. There are 
also not enough consumer goods on the market. Therefore, 
why should not let the commune members produce 
something for themselves, thus covering their own needs 
and improving their standard living? Thus the granting 
“little freedoms” will useful both the members 
the commune and the stability the commune itself. 

Bogojevic from Peiping, Borba July 


28, 1959 


Barber's Abortive Trip" 


WAS once barber. does not matter 


It does 
Simply, there was barber. 


Peiping, Shanghai, Canton, some village 
not matter what called 
And there was once a store clerk, an ordinary store clerk 
ordinary store. And there was photographer. does 
not matter where they were, nor what they are called. There 
were plenty them, everywhere. And then, one day, they 
were no lon rel the re. 
For toward the end last year the campaign for steel 
all fields began here. But 
steel was put above everything. 


and generally for the “big leap” 
“Everything 
everybody the steel front!” And they went the mil- 
lions, from town and countryside, erect furnaces, mine 
coal, transport the ores, melt the iron and make the 
steel. They went the millions, and with them barbers, 
store clerks, waiters, painters, photographers, all sorts 
craftsmen and people from various lines public service. 
They left their shops, which were not all that important, 
and went make steel, for was important. 

Not all them, course, but who knows exactly how 
many? the town Kiyamusu, for example, out 
105 people employed trade went the steel industry and 
other branches. this more less the proportion. Many 
workshops and sery iK e shops were deserted. 


Cooking with natural gas one the public dining rooms 
Fuyang County. The gas collected bags from manure pits, 
ditches and ponds. 


Photo from China Reconstructs (Peiping), May 1959 

And then turned out that, all sudden, shaving and 
haircutting had become problem; there were snags 
one thing was short, now another; suddenly 
long queues formed the shops, there was nobody 
serve people quickly; suddenly you would take your wash- 
ing the laundry, but goodness knew when you would get 
back; suddenly your shoe would come undone, but you 
had to wait a long time for the cobbler to sew it: there were 
many shoes, but few cobblers, and waiting without shoes 

Thus, suddenly appeared that those barbers, shop as- 
sistants and photographers were quite important after all! 
And seems that people were not exactly happy with that 
state affairs. After few months, apparently, somebody 
grasped that something else besides steel was necessary for 
life, epecially one does not have much that life other- 

Thus, for instance, the municipal committee the Com- 
munist Party Canton recently established that 
dictions between the quantity and the quality services 
and demand have because the closing down 
workshops and the shortage trained personnel. And now 
the barbers, shop assistants and others are being sent back 
the same Canton shops from the steel production front 
and elsewhere. The barber shops, the laundries, the pho- 
tographers, and scores workshops for the repair foot- 
wear, clothes, household utensils and are reopening. 
And said that this important matter. 

This happens Canton. This happens Peiping, 
Shanghai, Nanking—everywhere. Especial attention be- 
stowed the establishment repair shops, that people 
may satisfy their vital 

this why our barber, store clerk, photographer, and 
tradesmen generally are returning their trades after 
abortive trip. Abortive because, although they succeeded 
making steel, turned out the end that this steel 
theirs was expensive and poor quality. Abortive because, 


the other hand, the neglect certain branches trade 
“led temporary difficulties supplies for the market and 
created certain inconveniences the life the people,” 
was put recently the communique conference 
summoned the instance the Central Committee the 
Chinese Communist Party tackle some questions bearing 
the supply the urban population with second-class 
foodstuffs and with the development the crafts and 
trades. 

this why they are coming back. And they will 
probably not depart again make steel and engage jobs 
other than their own, because the same communique points 
out that the trades China “will constitute integral 
part the national economy for long time yet come.” 
And this something different from what was said last 
year, and, incidentally, something much 

Djordje Bogojevic from Peiping, Borba 
12, 


What Went Wrong? 


LAST FALL, when shortage various consumer 

goods and serious lack food, especially vegetables 
and meat, suddenly began felt China, well 
dearth raw materials for processing, especially light 
industry—shortages which became ever more acute the 
ensuing months—ever since then the Chinese press has 
carried many articles seeking explain and justify this 
phenomenon. 

There were various explanations: The masses employed 
the communes had begun eat better and use more 
consumer goods, transport was unable meet all demands, 
and what have you. 

Now the theoretical Party organ Shansi Province has 
carried article, subsequently reproduced the Peiping 
People’s Daily, which the problem “certain abnormal 
features accompanying the great leap forward” treated 


Only Food Short 


MARKET most the important 


commodities the first half this year increased 
wide margin over that the same period 
last year. According statistics, the supply grain, 
coal, silk, wine and matches increased 
percent; cotton piece goods, table salt, soap, bicycles 
and cigarettes percent; knitwear, worsted, 
woolen cloth, rubber shoes and fountain pens 
more than 100 percent; edible oils, paper, kerosene 
and tea less than percent. 

“Only the supply about dozen commodities 
dropped the first half this year, including pork, 
beef, mutton, egg products, fishery products, sugar, 
cotton for domestic use, leather shoes, electric bulbs 
and watches. The reduction the supply these 
goods was not all the result decreased production.” 


Premier Chou August 26, 1959. 


Coal miners Luchang County, Chuang Autonomous 
Region, who set record 8,600 tons day. 


China Reconstructs Mareh 1959 


much more seriously and ingenuously. That why de- 


serves attention more than all the remaining explanations 
iven hitherto 


abnormal teatures 


or attempts at explanations whic h have been 
Above all, the article states, the 

curred because in the course of the rreat leap certain Ol¢ 


divisions ot labor were abandoned, while new bonds ol 
collab ration have not vet he en established The severance 
the existing economic bonds was reflected chiefly 
relations between individual areas and towns, between town 
and countryside, and between enterprises 

“abnormal 
lies the professed desire hurriedly build big, 


Another and less important cause the 


basic objects, while the construction the “ordinary ones” 

light industry, raw materials industry, and on—is 
neglected. And then, meet the vast demands raised 
the construction the large projects, some jobs and trades 
have either been simply abolished oO! else redirect d to serve 
those needs... . 

So these are the 
disturbances production and supplies and which are now 
referred more frankly for the first time. 


two basic causes which led to serious 


However, what this article does not mention that 


these causes, although they are apparently not connected 


with each other, derive matter fac 


from one and 
the same root, and that the political and economic line 


| hus, 


the first cause resulted from the theories put forward when 


which was proclaimed China about year ago. 


the communes were founded, and the second from gen- 
eral psychosis emerging from the official propaganda about 
the far-flung plans for catching with the most developed 
countries the economic level very short period. 

Yet practice very soon turned out incorruptible 
corrective policy that appeared self-satisfied and 


\ 

| 


sure itself. That why already see many diversions 
from the former theoretical interpretations and the intro- 
duction many new economic measures aiming the re- 
pair of certain adverse consequences of the previous polic v, 
including those referred this article. 

Bogojevic from Borba July 
1959 


First Steel, Now Food 


ROXIMATELY YEAR ago the well-known campaign for 
iron and steel was full swing China. The most 
impressive picture Chinese everyday life those days 
was the hundreds thousands native furnaces for smelt- 
ing iron and steel erected in all the vacant spaces in villages 
and towns 

For months these furnaces smoked day and night, and 
then the campaign passed and not trace, speak, was 
left the characteristic picture Chinese daily 
ferred 

Today new campaign the agenda, and new pic- 


ture has come take the place last the same 


stage. Almost the same spaces where iron foundries were 
erected last steel streets and 
courtyards there are pigsties, poultry pens, and stables for 


dairy Cows or beds lor cabbage and other vegetables. The 


campa for the universal cultivation vegetables, pigs, 
and poultry full swing 

this campaign, literally all citizens, more particularly 
the inhabitants the big towns, are requested exploit 
every little plot vacant space for the cultivation various 
crops and engage masse the breeding 
pigs. ducks, and poultry well the keeping dairy 


cows and the erection cattle pens, farms and fish ponds 


the same places where they had their courtyards until 
According Peiping press reports, the cam- 
paign has already gained such momentum that there 


almost major town China where the movement for 


mass cultivation vegetables, pig breeding 
keeping has not spread has been vreat shortage 
all these goods the Chinese markets the last 
glance this feature might appear contradictory, 
for after the big leap ahead agriculture and the official 
statistics the overall rise agricultural production 
almost percent, would normal expect great 
increase the output agricultural produce such meat, 
eggs, milk, fish products, fruit and vegetables, and 


But the dearth these commodities the market 
almost than the previous, nonrecord years, and 
the explanation this feature apparently lies precisely 
the character the campaign for the big leap ahead last 
year. that campaign, hundreds millions people 
were mobilized exclusively for the attainment record in- 
creases grain, rice, iron whereas all other 
branches the economy and the auxiliary occupations re- 
mained the background 

emerges from the the Peiping press, the 
chief aim [the new] campaign the removal the dis- 
crepancies and difficulties supply which 


largely because last for iron and steel. 


Women Shanghai helping build railroad marshaling yard. 
China Reconstructs (Peiping), May 1959 


But can also seen from the character the measures 
taken, the style and the methods with which desired 
achieve the purpose referred have remained com- 
pletely identical with those used the steel campaign, and 
which actually resulted the present difficulties. What 
has changed merely the leading slogan the execution 
the campaign, and whereas the steel campaign that 
slogan ran “all engage the production steel” the lead- 
ing slogan the present campaign “all engage the 
cultivation vegetables, pigs, and poultry.” 

Branko 
July 19, 1959. 


Back the Schoolbooks 


CAMPAIGN DRIVES, competitions, and 


methods of collective acquisition of knowledge seem 
have finally come end, and condemnation, the 
Chinese school system. The People’s Daily and the vouth 
paper ask for the establishment normal situation the 
Chinese schools and introduction such methods and 
work would enable both teachers and pupils have 
more time for individual studies. 
raising such demands complete contradiction 
with the policy outlined for schools and education, which 
was force during the last vear and the best 


4 
| 
Q 


method for getting quick education, propagated the col- 
lective mastering school programs 
competitions acquiring knowledge different kinds. 

The methods and norms upheld hitherto have now been 
proclaimed essentially bad and wrong, while the call for 
the the system education has been put 
forward the most effective way for improving the state 
affairs the schools. The main characteristic this nor- 
malization would the rejection all forms campaign 
labor, shockwork competitions, and collective mastering ol 
school programs and reversion the individual and more 
studious work pupils and teachers. 

rather striking change the basic approach the 
problems instruction, study, and general acquiring 
knowledge China came after more than vear various 
experiments, rushing into new projects, and going astray 


is 


this field. Practice this case was certainly one the 
decisive factors for the introduction this 
very tact provides the bases for suppositions that a change 
the attitude toward education and might also 


lead China certain changes the 
intellectuals 


Tanyug from Peiping, Radio 1959 


The Party All 


PARTY must guide evervthing and can 


Daily, the organ, last December. matter fac 
this the basic and official Chinese interpretation 


role and the task the Party. And not mere slog: 
but carried into effect with vengeance. too 


and has 
been for quite some time. Innumerable speeches 
stressed the fact that this how things are and how 
must be, especially after the “campaign to improve the 
stvle of work.” 

For the course that campaign appeared that 
were quite well-meaning patriotic people, 
posed toward Socialism, who said was all right for the 


Women operating one the small blast furnaces set last year 
obtain quick increase iron and steel production. These 
small furnaces are now admitted have been failure. 


China Reconstructs February 1959 
ping 


People Are 


economic situation ‘of 
achievement great, and 
whole picture one continued leap 
broad masses are satisfied with this situation and 
full confidence our future. 

“But contrary the overwhelming majority 


people, who are full confidence and energy, ther 


are very small number people who remain cold 


country achievements Socialist 


struction. They are pessimistic about the current 
Situation 


extremely erroneous 


“This kind sentime and thinking has grown 


past two months who think 

way are root skeptical the vigorous mass mov 
ments launched our more than 600 mil 
skeptical of the great le ap forward, the ] 
general line for Socialist construction, 
polic ies O 


Socialist syste 


“Obviously, 


role. politically and ideolo 


Socialism, down the 


leaders could 
evervthing 


practical technical questions and 


condemned 


wrong, but also 


And evel 


ill-intentioned, and 
Socialism ie Chinese press has m. 


numerable explain and as: 
cretary able, called 
indispensable 
from the ideological and political education of tl 
asses and the organization of pi duction to the evalua 
tion works the collection 


struction sparrows 


Bogojevic from Peiping, Borba 


. 
the 
ee and grow, without firmly correcting it, we will « 
af we will not be able to continue the Ie ap I rward ar 
win victory our Socialist cause 
é 
Since this question concerns the future 
opposing rightward tendencies and Wage a SECTIONS 
thinking, and activities 
Premier Chou En-lai, August 26, 1959 
have the most important, the decisive 
bulding tasks and 
aims, but that actual practice there were quite 
spheres which the Party organs and individual Party 
31 


the 
dealing with life 
Pruboj, the re 
north Bohemian indu 


attwo octock in 


AROUND, the shop steward took the chewing 
y faces. He cast a quick look at the foreman and began 
nominate best 


worker the shift. Any suggestions? 


broken 


crunching pair jaws belonging 


ensuing silence only the mighty 
a short, stocky 


All eves were fixed somewhere 


was 


member of the crew 
space and time 
shop steward exchanged another glance with the 
“Well, 
comrade foreman and have agreed propose Com- 
rade Pelousek. 


think else has been, it’s his turn 


foreman ahem, we” and cleared his throat 


a long tume since he has been picked. 
Want to 
sav 


“One the who works down there with him 


should Say something,” a chewet growled after a while. 


“Here the distillery don’t know how works.” 


shop steward turned four blackened faces sitting 


row. “Well then, comrades from downstairs, what 


about it? 


think he’s all one them man- 


aged at 


further comment 


did not finish because that moment the light went 
out 
shop steward could heard; had lost contact with the 
“Well, 


unidentifiable voice the 


few silly jokes the dark, the muttering the 
foreman and with it, apparently, his courage also. 


have vou anything else say about Comrade 


“He 
dark 

always mix-up when hands over the shift!” 
another 


said loud, 


voice 
machinery always mess!” 
“When sweeps the floor leaves piles stuff big 

you trip over them!” 
“All he’s got 

dime.” 
“Last 
“He had fight with the forem: 


mouth, otherwise worth 


month he was absent without an excuse!” 


and now the foreman 


every- 


picks him out make up,” said someone, capping 
this one-sided debate. 
The foreman’s murmuring voice could 


was not destined make his contribution 


heard. 
the dark, because just then the bulbs flickered and the 
lights came on. The foreman, with his mouth still open 
speak, looked again the now silent and munching faces. 

The shop steward reacted instantly. “Well, anybody else 


shop steward. 


want say something about 
Except for Pelousek himself, who tried stutter reply 
the attacks from the dark and was stopped time 


the vigilant shop steward, nobody else had anything say. 


When the shop steward asked them vote the pro- 


“Why you competing?” 
“We We're friends.” 
Dikobraz (Prague), August 1959 


The disease “formalism” Communist Party work akin the Christian sin sloth. 
day life the inertia tired humanity. The articles below are from the pres 
The 
fact 
nad place during 


Hlasko's New Film 


FILM recently released motion picture 

called Terminal the Dead, based story re- 
bellious voung novelist Marek Hlasko. The story had been 
published Paris book titled Next One for 
and serialized Poland under the title Fools Believe the 
Polityka (Warsaw 
Gomulka 
exile 


rning. 


reflects the 
self- 


which usually 
Hlasko, 


reportedly waiting for visa 


August 


viewpoint. 
imposed 
Poland 

“Terminal the Dead 


worthy 


and this verv fact 


film based 


good film, 
The 
of the 


writing. 


analysis 


a story by 


representative utmost the ‘black’ (or 


pe ssimis i€ school 


say about Socialism and pays little attention 


reached the bottom de- 


any- 
way, since this point have 


film educational, 
character. 


terial create optimistic 


‘constructive’ consequence Hlasko disowned 


whole under the foreman’s eagle 


the 


expressed its unanimous consent that for this month Com- 


posal, group, eye, 


rade Pelousek was the best worker the shift. 


And was recorded. 


“Who 


proud their success signing young for 
Labor Brigades—until 
porter from Mlada Fronta (Prague), 


paper, made visit the reg 


Officials of the 


Weve 


work 
Le agues news- 


talke d 


fe found im one village: 


and 


some of 


all sorts things. Then posed the question: “What 
are you going now member brigade which 
competing for the award?” 

shall take part political training and shall 
the school the collective farm,” replied Marie. 

“Is that all?” 

don’t know. may also take care the corn the 

“Listen, tell what you understand the words 


‘Socialist life and 


was little while before Marie replied. “Well, 
Matecha the District Committee said something, but 
didn’t listen. any case shall work the brigade 
only six months because cannot join the collective farm 


Father and mother say that would buried there. Be- 


Below are excerpts from favorable review 


to return to 


has nothing good 


spair and Socialism seems just secondary problem. 
paradoxical way, which first glance may seem insane, 
the makers the Dead used this ma- 


and even 


the film 


credits 


art 


Ol 


Ww hereas 


realistic 
We 
rather 
And here 
values It i 


‘The 


al 


the 
human hope 


‘blac k 


“The 


as It were, 


new 


mous ad irinking part cs 
are 
industrial 


sides, don’t want join. Nobody around here seems 
interested the collective farm.” 

Helena Gabrisova lives just few houses further dow: 
“How did the League’s explain the pur 

pose of the Socialist Labor Brigade?’ | asked her 

we should take care of the cornfield.’ 

“Do you know what obligation your group 
upon itself?” 

Helena cannot remember 

Anna Engelmajerova, another member the 
ives the same house. have never worked agri 
culture. One can bear just six months the 
farm. are working vegetable production. should 

“Wouldn’t you like animal raising? 

“That would the end,” smiles Anna. can’t work 
with cows, afraid them. Nor with pigs. And 
chicke ns wouldn't interest n 

Then I talked to the leader of the group, Zdenka 
Zrneckova. 

“We disgraced! You ask what signifies 


was not present. 


must 


writers Sa 
ler pre 


the hist 


their 

literatul 
not 
the ar 


ixed up wit 
produc 
ope that 


Matecha 


too important.” 


Most 


clear 
to 


case 


League’s District 


se 


i 


existing 


jUXTApOsIt 
I 


every life. the other hand, 

that Socialist realism consists gluein 
pictures and making 
rv ot the last tew vears has rarely sounded 
both schools Terminal exposes, 
fantasv. The Socialist- 
and the ‘black’ are both mannerisms 
aluate them terms their ‘truth’ but 
tistic value their style and atmosphere 
rminal the Dead does seem introduce 
s a herox ball: id like those sun at enor- 
which the American mannerisms 
the Six Year Plan, despair mixed with 
tion, and with 

rhaps tomorrow will 


here 


ame among irls, 
formalism. Who blame? 
the First Secretary the Youth 


Committee, 


Mlada 


agitate 


ynta 


Prague 


Socialist Labor Brigade? 


probably does not know the purpose these brigades him- 


and demanded that his name omitted 

film shows certain connections between 
id that of the West which no one wou 
pected. According the ‘black’ scl 
accumulation shocking patterns, 
coil-spring despair, tendentious sli 


na 


1 fro 


the 


Socialist 


ld have Sus- 
1001 a me- 
rhting of t 


When 
the 


gust 


Com 


1959 


who 


gay 
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The China Trade 


While much Eastern foreign trade monopolized the Soviet Union, small 


but rapidly increasing amount of business ts transacted with far-off Communist China. 


Statistics recently published Communist journals shed interesting light the character 


al 


VESSELS sailing from ports the Baltic and fertilizers, building materials and similar manufactures. 
Black Seas drop anchor Chinese harbors. Machines Satellite trade with China follows the 
from East Germany and Czechoslovakia fill the new fac- Satellite-Soviet trade, with the Eastern European coun- 
tories going the Chinese mainland, and Hungarian tries exporting industrial products return for primary 
tractors have pem trated as far as Tibet. As Mao’s regime commodities from China 


drives its people into the industrial age looks other 


Communist countries for necessary imports industrial 


equipment and technical expertise. While the bulk this 
help comes from the Soviet Union, substantial and rap- 
idly growing amount drawn from the Satellite countries 


Eastern Europe. According the Soviet foreign trade 


journal Vneshnaya Torgovlya, October 1958, China’s 
trade with the Satellites 1956 amounted percent 
all Chinese foreign trade. Recent trade agreements, and 


the foreign trade plans of the Satellites, call for marked 


increases In Coming vyea4rs 


economic relationship runs parallel the Chinese 


regime’s obvious concern with the political stability the 
East European Ever since 
visits Warsaw and Budapest early 1957, Peiping has 


ood firmly with Moscow opposition any tendency 


toward national Eastern Europe, and 


has outgunned Moscow In Us attac ks on the ideok gical 


heresies common interest Moscow and 


Eastern Europe manifest any 


Ipimng in 
interest the long history 


While other great powers have used their colonies as 


sources industrial raw materials like cotton, rubber and 


il, the Soviets and the Chinese exploit Eastern Europe 
suppher ‘Those small countries, 


largely deficient the resources necessarv for 


and dependent heavy imports oil, 


cotton, nonferrous metals and other primary commodities 


have been pushed ahead the last decade with drafts 


Soviet credit and technical assistance. The northwestern 


part the centering the Silesian coal basin and 


including East Germany, southern and central Poland and 


the Czech provinces Bohemia and Moravia, has now 


heavy exporter machinery, chemicals, ships, 
transporiation equipment and other 
ucts. and industrial products comprised 
about 60 percent of Satellite exports to the Soviet Union 

Machinery and transportation equipment made third 
the exports; another part consisted chemicals, petro- 


leum products, wire, paints, rolled metal, 


Trade the USSR supplement Vneshnaya Czechoslovak bicycle Tibet. 
Torgovlya (Moscow), 1958 Imre Patko and Miklos Rev, Tibet (Budapest), 1957 


Area Trade with China 


(millions rubles) 


East Germany 


Czechoslovakia 105 165 524.5 
Exports n.a n.a n.a n.a 258.9 
Imports n.a n.a n.a 
Imports ’ 135 109 l 1 14 140 


Hungary n 191.6 959.5 62.2 35.4 


Exports 82.5 118.2 146.1 123 19.0 
Exports 2.4 21.2 18.2 20.6 
Imports 7.6 18.2 17.1 20.6 


Source Vneshnaya Torgovlya (Moscow), October 1958. N.a no figure given. Czechoslovak figures for vears prior to 1956 


estimated the basis index numbers given Zahranicni Obchod (Prague), October 1958 


Peanuts and Powdered Eggs return for the products their brains and technology, 


the dependent countries are forced to accept whatever 
Trade with China got under way 1951 after the out- 


the Communist Chinese have offer them. The structure 
break the Korean War, grew rapidly until the end 


or Ons of these imports does not appear to be advantageous 
the war and remained stable during 1954-1957. 1958 


include quantities little-wanted agricultural prod- 
grow again, and recent agreements tor 
it egan t t ucts such as powdered egg volk, pe anuts and hog bristles, 


ubstantial increases coming vears. 1956 the Satellite- 
subst much which has dumped the consumer market 


China trade amounted about 1.9 billion rubles, 


roughly five percent all Satellite foreign trade: 


has stated that from percent many prod- 


ucts imported from China past years were re-exported 


Total China Trade other [Budapest], March 
millions rubles percent 1958 While the Satellites import certain essential and 
East Germany 723.3 scarce raw materials like iron ore, tin, tungsten and 


Czechoslovakia 
Poland 


Bulgaria 


major burden the trade carried East Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia, technologically the most ad- 
vanced the Satellites. 1956 the trade these two 
with China amounted about 1.2 billion rubles, two- 
thirds the Satellite total. The German exports consisted 
mainly machinery, tools and medical and optical goods, 
while Czechoslovakia sent machinery, tools, complete in- 
dustrial installations and, particular, power plant equip- 
ment. Most the remaining Satellite-China trade was 
carried Poland and Hungary, and likewise consisted 
mainly industrial exports. 


Totals from United Nations, World Economic Survey 1957 
New York, 1958), p. 223. China trade figures from Vneshnaya . > 
7 rLZor lya, On tober 1958 1 he perc entages must be considered as A x ale model of a sugar re finery exported from I oland to ¢ hina. 


only approximate Polish Foreign Trade (Warsaw), No. 31, 1955 


195 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 
153.6 667.5 766.2 723.3 
10,374 524.5 9.1 
» 220 410 49 
be 


a= 
~ — 
~_ 


Germany, leaving its first voyage China. 


Czechoslovak Life (Prague), May 1958 


denum ores, lead 


total value. 


and mercury, these bulk small terms 


For example, imports bristle, 
poultry feathers and peanuts 
31.6 percent total imports from China 
1956, while pig iron, tungsten ore and tin comprised only 
10.8 percent. Poland imported 
things, 194 thousand tons iron ore, 
pig iron, 


hair, powdered 
amounted 


other 
thousand tons 


among 
ores and other metals, thousand tons pea- 
nuts and tons the inevitable powdered egg yolk. (See 
accompanying tables 


curious characteristic the exchange, particularly 

recent years, that the Satellites export considerably more 
than they import. The deficit apparently represents 
unofficial credit given China, 


of the 


ing services 


since that country has 
such tourism bank- 

which help balance the payments other 
Some the complete industrial installations 
sent China are reportedly paid for later out the earn- 
ings from their production. But part the gap between 
and imports probably reflects the Chinese inability 
supply goods that are marketable Eastern Europe. 


none exports 


countries. 


Trade and the Leap" 


1958 the trade with China, after stagnating for sev- 
eral years, began increase rapidly China commenced 
its “great leap forward.” trade agreement signed 
the USSR February 1959 called for percent in- 
crease Sino-Soviet trade 1959, and another agreement 
signed three weeks earlier Khrushchev and Chou En-lai 


Moscow promised Soviet assistance the construction 


industrial enterprises between 1959 and 1967. 


arrangements have been made China with the Satellite 


countries. April 1958, Polish delegation Peiping 
signed trade agreements for 1958 and 1959-1962. Total 
trade 1958 was increase percent over 1957, and 
about percent each the succeeding four years.* 
Chinese trade with Czechoslovakia rose nearly percent 
1958, and agreement signed March 12, 1959, pro- 
vides for further percent increase this year. April 
the Czechoslovaks signed another agreement covering 
1960-1962, but details were released the expected 
volume. Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria have all made 
agreements with China covering the years 1959-1962, but 
aside from the usual list products exchanged 
quantitative data have been published. 

important part 


China’s industrial imports con- 
sists complete 


factory installations, designed and built 
Soviet and Eastern European engineers. Between 1950 
and 1958 the Chinese are said have built recon- 
structed 211 such installations with Soviet help, and 


> 


have imported from Eastern Europe.** According 
press and radio announcements, nine these plants came 
from East Germany, including cement, 


mills: Czechoslovakia has supplied, 


rayon and cotton 
among others, seven 
thermoelectric plants, cane-sugar mill and film labora- 


According Radio Warsaw, June 21, Polish trade with China 


1958 was 433.5 million rubles, increase percent over 
1957. 


The latter figure from Vneshnaya Torgovlya, October 1958, 


Trade with China, 1956 
(by value) 


Imports Exports 
Percent Percent 


Total tem 


Item 


Tungsten ore 1.8 Steel plate 
Pig iron 4.9 Tubes, tube products 2.4 
Wool Steam engines 6.1 
Pine resin Metal-working 
Cottonseed oil 8.1 Farm engines 
Peanut oil 0.3 17.0 
Chinese wood oil Buses 2.7 
Tobacco 2.6 Trucks 11.7 
Peanuts 10.6 Well drillers 1.9 
Poultry feathers 2.1 Radio tubes 
Bristle and hair 14.3 Medicines 
Powdered eggs and byproducts 2.0 
Cotton textiles 7.4 


Sugar 


Other 


Other 


Source: Statisztikai Evkonyv (Budapest), 1956. 
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al 
2 
or 
0.5 
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ac 


tory; Poland has exported three sugar factories, battery 
plant, glider factory and distillery; Hungary 
power plants and oxygen factory; and Romania power 
stations and cement plants. Along with the industrial plants 
have gone sizable number technicians from Eastern 
Europe: 1956, according one estimate, there were 
probably more than 2,000 Satellite technicians China, 
North Korea and Communist Viet Nam. There were 500 


Imports 


Machinery and equipment 


thousands currency zloty 1,128 
Iron ore (thousands tons) 193.9 


Molybdenum ore (tons) .......... 160 
855 
Pig iron ...... 
Aluminum ........... 500 
Tin 501 
Sintered magnesite 13,105 
Fluorite 
1,840 
Natural rubber ......... 
Sheep intestines (thousands meters 6,882 
Bristle, untreated (tons 70.7 
White skins (tons, green weight) ......... 311.9 
Hemp 800 
Hemp seed 1.800 
Tung oil 1,502 
Sesame seed 611.3 
Linseed. 998.3 
Cottonseed 1,501.1 
Castor seed 998.9 
Tobacco 1,180.3 
Fruit products 176.3 
Powdered eggs 


Trade (Warsaw 


Poland's Trade with China, 1957 


Cigarettes 


East German technicians China alone.* 
ropean technicians are said highly regarded the 
Chinese, and receive excellent 
tions. 


Jan Wszelaki, 
East-Central Europe, 
D.C., 1959, 89. 


Pepper tons 
Textiles (thousands 
Books, periodicals, stamps 


Machinery and equipment 
thousands currency 


including: 


passenger cars units 


“Star” trucks 
tractors 
gliders 
machine tools 


woodworking machines 


cranes and hoists 
engines 


winding machines 


thousands currency 


excavators units 


mining plant 


thousands currency 


( oa! plant 
chemical plant 


merchant ships 

plant for the electrical 
thousands currency 

plant for the food 


Rolled steel shape 
Zinc sheets 

Steel cable 

Steel bottles 


Ferrous alloys 


Miscellaneous chemical 


thousands 


Potato flour tons 


Seeds (thousands of 


Pharmaceuticals 
Woolen cloth 


Decorative fabrics 


Books, periodicals, 
thousands currency 
and 


National Planning Association, 


thousands 


Eastern Eu- 


yay and living accommoda- 


The R He of 


Washington, 


OOO 

1.505.2 
9 
999 
127 
+4 
4 
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} 
4 
44 
os 
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4.353 
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— 
Exports 
ndustry 
try 
: 
currency 
‘ 
I ea een 
Source: Polish No. 44, 1958 


Current 
Developments 


AREA 


President Eisenhower Europe 


with West German Chancellor 
Minister Macmillan, and French 


August 26-September was generally 


reaction President 
occasion 
British Prime 
President Gaulle 
favorable. 


Chancellor Adenauer, the other hand, came 
under heavy fire—a barrage criticism which has 
thing been increasing, particularly connection with the 
20th anniversary the Nazi attack Poland (see 
Radio Sofia, its broadcast August 26, reporting 
Bonn, claimed that 


will try win over for the further arming 


below 


warm reception 


West Germany with weapons and for continuing 
keep West Berlin provocation against the 


Rabotnichesko 


named Bonn the chief villain 


Bulgarian Party 
August 24, 


cold 


article the 
dD. lo Sofia 
of the 


the cold war 


Bonn ruling circles take advan- 
to supply themselves with rocket 


and nuclear weapons 


adventurous acts order establish ‘space’ for 
Great Germany.” 

The Polish press underscored the participation 
vanchist elements among the crowds who welcomed Presi- 
dent Eisenhower Bonn: “The 30-kilometer route was 
lined with revanchists all shades,” according Trybuna 
Ludu Warsaw). August 27, “who 


hostility Poland, its frontiers and its lands 


demonstrated thei 
‘East Prussia, 


Pomerania and Silesia 


German, the revanchist 


slogans ran. central square Bonn map made 


flowers was showing Germany with its prewar 
frontiers. resisting 
that their 


better world 


President Eisenhower was praised for 


the demands the 


and 


claims are “contrary the aim creating 


atmosphere.” Ludu, August 


Meeting Hailed 
universal attitude the Soviet bloc press was praise 
hold talks 


President 


for the decision between the Soviet Premier 
and the 
the statement 
August 29: 
future conversations between 


Premier (See 


Pypical of this response was 
Rominia Libera, 


all its hopes the 


daily, 
lodayv, mankind has put 


President Eisenhower and 


also East Europe Septembe 


Budapest, however a caretul tO Stress that 
the meeting might decide could 


Hungarian 


Ther are na whi 


Khrush« he \ I Is 


Certain Western circles, Radio Free 
Europe the first plac 


confused conjectures. 
and various press correspondents, 
are trving to make credulous Hungarian listeners believe 
that the ‘great dialogue’ might have some ‘internal political 
Hungary and that certain 


ght take plac e. 


trying 


‘internal chang 
fabricate such news know 
well that their inventions lack every foundation and 
USSR and the 
Socialist countries have frequently declared that the 
Socialist 


vain illusions. The governments 


order and internal system the countries 
problems exclusively concerning the peoples these coun- 


tries.” Budapest, August 


Aggression the Far East 


estimate the 
States for 


Communist bloc was quite clear its 
United 
its attitude 
toward the India-Communist China border dispute was 
markedly restrained, following the lead the Soviet Union. 
Dismissing the appeal the 


turning Laos into base” 


situation in Laos 


Roval Laotian Government 
September for emergency force from the United 
Nations to combat 


North Vietnam, 
lo Sofia 


from Communist 
the Bulgarian Party daily, Rabotnichesko 


“flagrant 


veressor: 


“Look, Mr. Eisenhower, how beautiful the world is. 
such pity destroy 


would 


Ludas Matyi Budapest), August 


ial 
4 
? 
x 
a 
> 
+ 
K askance at the 
meeting and are trying spread 


The Communist-sponsored World Youth Festival, held Vienna July 26-August had tremendous play the Satellite press. Above, 


Polish actress Barbara Kwiatkowska poses with two delegates from non-Communist countries. first-hand report the Festival will 


appear next Europe. 


Photo from (Warsaw), August 


appeal the government Laos and the support 
has received from the West, especially the United States, 
shows that some imperialistic circles the USA deliber- 
ately the the 


world broadening the aggression against the Democratic 


want aggravate situation Laos and 
Republic Vietnam.” 

World 
the Soviet bloc view the trouble Laos with the 
fla- 
grant violation the Geneva and Vientiane agreements 
aos and the United States. The 


and 


Communist-backed Peace Council summed 


following declaration: “The situation the result 


the governments 


sending arms, war material 


personnel Laos. turning the country into military 
into SEATO. The 
Laos, the instigation the United States, has 


civil war. 


base and drawing Govern- 


ment ol 


and 


oppression 


rl 
peace champions and has caused 


intensified persecution patriots and 
Attempts 
intervention Laos can only worsen the situation 

The tension will not be removed until the United States 
liquidates its military bases, withdraws its military equip- 
ment and personnel from Laos and stops all measures 
Radio 


Geneva and agreements.” 


September 


violating the 


Prague 


Silence India 
With 


countries maintained discreet 


East 


about 


apparently few exceptions, the European 


the Indi 


silence 
and Communist Chinese charges and 
September the press printed without comment Chinese 
Chou 


sorts of pressures.” 


1] 
«lil 


note accusing India using 


including back its territorial de- 


mands, and Indian Prime Minister statement that 
would willing negotiate with Peiping 
same time, the Soviet news agency la “comment of S¢ p- 


tember was printed, which attempted minimize the 


dispute: 


countries have started a noisy campaign around the in- 
cident which took place the Chinese-Indian 


campaign meant drive wedge between 


Asia 


Soviet 


the two biggest countries incident 


certainly Union maintains friendly 


relations both with the People’s China and 


the Republic India Friendly cooperation between 


the USSR and 


with the ideas of 


India successfully developing keeping 
peace ful coexistence 


that the Chinese 
Government India will not 


Soviet leaders express confidence 
Government and the al- 
the 


national climat 


low forces which not favor easing the inter- 


capitalize this incident.” 
Radio Prague, September broadcast long summary 
for stirring anti-Chinese senti- 
report ended, however, with the hope that 


tionary circles 


“sober thinking will 


ments. 
win out the and that con- 
frontier solved 


troversial questions will be by peacetul 


negotiations. Sofia daily, Rabotnichesko Delo, Sep- 


restrained tone, urging peacet 


settiement ol 


Yugoslavia felt such contraint its reports 


ression Radio Belerade 


stated, Septel 
( 


its incursions into Indian territory, 


tembet! » Was equally il 
ber t. that by la 


today effect violates the declaration Five Principles 
signed five years ago New Delhi Premier Chou En-lai 
and Premier Nehru. This declaration obligated China not 
undertake anything similar what recently has been 
happening the Himalayas.” 


Reactions the Chinese Statistical Retreat 


Communist China’s announcement August that 
some its startling production figures for 1958, published 
early this year, were false, and that its plan goals for 1959 
were being reduced, vindicated many observers the 
Chinese scene who had doubted the official claims. (See 
“China Through Yugoslav Eyes,” 26.) The Satellite 
regimes, which have loyally publicized the progress 
China’s “big leap were caught predicament 
only slightly less embarrassing than that the Chinese re- 
Their reaction was play down the Chinese admis- 
sions not mention them all, and repeat Peiping’s 
assertion that the “big leap” continuing—although 
more realistic pace than formerly. 

The Czechoslovak Party newspaper Rude Pravo (Prague 
commented August 30: “Essentially matter 
correctly adjusting indices which had been calculated 
the basis of incorrect prerequisites. It represents by no 
means any actual slowing down Socialist construction. 

The Chinese People’s Republic was only nine years 
old, after all 
even the shortcomings will forged into instrument 


added that “in the Chinese revolution 


for the construction Poland’s Trybuna Ludu, 
August 27, reported the speech Chou En-lai and gave 
major excerpts from the Chinese Party Central Commit- 


communique correcting the 1958 figures 


The Sun Never Got Off the Ground 


but now he felt good He had an idea, now, an 
idea he could taste at the back of his mouth. where 
writers for Hungarian weeklies taste ideas these 
days. stretched the muscles his back and felt the 
sweat comine good and knew it was goin to be all 
right. show now, all them, Brett and 
Harry and Roberto punks who 


thought culture was for biological warfare He wrote: 


“Wi ile Presid nt Eisenhowet talked with the British 
Khrushchev left for Vesenkaia 


should supplemented few remarks 


ervers It hardly occurred to President 


| 
Eisenhower visit [US and 


accompany him Moscow order help im- 


prove Soviet-American relations, This accord- 
ance with the laws of nature For it is not a coincidence 


that the American President had reckon with the 


til 


interests and views the American and European 
millionaires, holding material power hands 


will accompany Khrushchev America 
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ing the goals for 1959. Hungary, Nepszabadsag 
dapest) printed all Chou’s speech, but without comment. 
The Romanian news agency Agerpress carried dispatch 
Chou’s speech covering the changes 1959 targets, 
well excerpts from the official communique, but omitted 
those portions dealing with the false figures for 1958. 
Scinteia August and 29.) Bulgaria, 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) published summary Chou’s 
speech well the full text the communique, but 
without comment. 

The Yugoslav press, might expected, not only 
published the Chinese revelations but drew political 
moral. The weekly Kommunist said Septem- 
ber that the real trouble was not bad statistics but 
incorrect political orientation which had relied frenzied 
production campaigns rather than sound economic 
activity. also said that the current drive against “right- 
wing opportunism” China was probably intended 
muzzle any thoroughgoing criticism the regime’s policies 
and mobilize the Party for the great effort that will 
required meet even the reduced economic goals. 

The Yugoslav attitude brought ranting attack from the 
Albanian newspaper Popullit [Tirana], September 
decrying the about China published the 
Yugoslav press: 

“The revisionists need their shameless, en- 
raged campaign against People’s China divert Yugoslav 
public opinion, distract from the daily cares, the suffer- 
ing, and the misery which the Yugoslav people have 
been reduced the gang Belgrade 


However, the howling the imperialist revisionist 
jackals cannot hide the victories the Chinese people.” 


The policy the Socialist State fights for the same aims 
humanist literature diplomacy, least 
our diplomacy, the muses are not silent.” (Elet 
dalom September 1959 

Four days later, didn’t feel good. 
Budapest), the main Party daily, September said: 

“It quite obvious that according the writer 
the |above-quoted] commentary, these are the laws 
nature: (a) Khrushchev invited Sholokhov: 
senhower did not invite and (c) con- 
nection with the Eisenhower-Khrushches meeting ‘liter- 
arv observers’ should attack the President 
way. hardly necessary prove detail that all 
this not accordance with the laws nature. Every- 
one knows that Khrushchev accomplished many impor- 
tant foreign tours without Anvone can 
imagine the following happening the writer the 
accident Eisenhower reads the recent 
issue Elet Irodalom and order the 
writer the article invites another 
writer the last minute. believe that this com- 
pletely wrong occasion for exposing American politics.” 

Spain, Hemingway was reported have said: 
should Russia while there bullfighting 


— 
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Celebrations 


While Bulgaria and Romania celebrated the “liberation” 
their peoples from the Nazi occupation and Czechoslo- 
vakia commemorated the ill-fated Slovak Uprising, another 
country, Hungary, honored the anniversary the Com- 
munist Constitution. August 20, “Constitution Day,” 
Hungarian Party boss Janos Kadar spoke the provincial 
city Gyor; after discussing the preparations for the Party 
Congress, held this November, Kadar went say: 


“Relationships between Communists 
members are characterized mutual confidence. 

You remember perhaps that unhealthy situation when 
everyone suspected enemy everyone else. have 
changed that situation. say that normal circum- 
stances out 100 people are normal and honest. 
few among them worthless, but the sworn 
enemies the people generally form only negligible 
minority. Therefore, say that trust evervone. Yes, 


we trust evervone. 


Kadar used conciliatory tone when speaking the 
current drive force farmers into collectives: 


peasant who uncertain, weak, and does not see the 
future clearly our brother. With him, can 
rude nor aggressive. must convince him. Such 
wavering man debating his mind whether the col- 
lective good bad thing, whom will that col- 
lective belong, who will command, will the govern- 


ment support One must explain them who 
owns the collectives, and why they have to be set up 
Not because the Central Committee, perhaps 
garian President Dobi, are obse ssed with that fixed idea. 
No, the agricultural collectives must set 
cause of this, but because they are indispensable for the 
further development life.” 


One the most significant remarks made the Party 
First Secretary was omitted from all press reports and 
was broadcast over Radio Budapest, August 20, only 
the program beamed abroad. This was his reference 
the possible withdrawal Soviet troops from Hungary: 
time will come when Soviet troops will withdrawn 
from Hungary. The dreams, however, will 
futile because we have a strong State and a strong defense 


to protect the people's power.” 


Bulgarian 


15th anniversary the “Socialist revolution” 
Bulgaria was feted September Premier Anton 
delivered the major address which pre- 
dicted the eventual triumph over capital- 
referring the meetin 
Yugov stated that the “policy of strength” as practiced by 


the NATO countries “is ever-greater contradiction 


lite.” (Radio Sofia, September 


Romanian Liberation Day 


With Soviet Marshal Konev honored guest, 
overnment and Party dignitaries attended large parade 
workers’ organizations and armed forces Bucharest, 


August 23, the the “liberation.” 


15th anniversary 
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“Friction 


reported disagreements between Britain and France. 
Sturshel 


ITess, 


the main 


the role of the Rom 


and organi 
the overthrow 


although this was 


toric victories again 


Slovak 
marily organized 
the leaders connected wit it 
quiet seclusion. Nevertheless 
appropriated this deed for 
the tollowing tashion m the 


ent West German 


Slovak Uprising Hailed 
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Communist Party “the in- 
the armed insurrection which led 
fascism the Soviet Army 
Scinteia |Bucharest], August 25 
29, was, fact, pri 
nmunist regime has 
Party boss Novotny, 

Heading the uprising were Communists the soul 

committees took power the liberated 

Under the leadership the 

German fascism and its lackeys from the rank 

Chancellor Ade- 


Twenty Years After War's Opening 


Twenty years after the Nazi invasion smashed into 
Poland, people gathered Victory 
Square, Warsaw, witness the observances the Tomb 


the Unknown Soldier. this day mourning, Pre- 
mier Jozef Cyrankiewicz replied coldly 
West German Chancellor Konrad speech 
August (reprinted Polityka [Warsaw], September 3), 
when the latter declared that “the new Germany will 
dav good neighbor Poland.” his radio broad- 
cast, the German Chancellor had reminded listeners that 
Poland had been partitioned three times and that was 
the first victim World War when “Hitler and the 
Soviet Union invaded the country and cruelly destroyed 
The New York Times, September 

his address the following day, Cyrankiewicz rejected 
any suggestion that the West German leader was attempt- 
ing make friendly overtures toward Poland: “We would 
deceiving ourselves did not know that the present 
Bonn Chancellor Adenauer lives the spirit the 
cold war, attempting paralyze all peaceful initiatives. 
Once again the 20th anniversary the Nazi invasion 
Poland, 
measured crocodile tears about the fate the Polish 
nation 1939 


tried drive wedge between the Polish nation and the 


USSR 


return its position 1939 when was isolated. Then 


once more, perfidiously 


Adenauer would like the Polish nation 


However, om 
might sav him Warsaw fashion: are you talking 


would easier for him deal with 


to For whoever wants to introduce quarrels between 
Poland and the USSR also wants weak and defenseless 
Poland, thrown the mercy the invaders happened 
September 
Mr. Chancellor.” 


And so, your effort vain, 
Trybuna Ludu 

following day Trybuna Ludu, the main Party 
pul shed an article by 


September 2 


its Bonn correspondent 
same Referring August speech, the 


article stated that the began shifting 


the Soviet Union the responsibility for the events 
Sept. 1939 and for the ‘cruel put 
himself, our statement was calculated 


whitewash the Nazi criminals and create the 
minds West German youth entirely false picture 


Poland 


Bulgarian, Hungarian Press Attack West 


While labeling Nazi Germany 
sponsible for World War the Bulgarian Party journal. 
Rabotnichesko Del Sofia), September also stated that 
the war was “prepared and carried out the entire 
“persistently, systematically and untiringly fought 
prevention Second World War could have been 


prevented, all democratic 


Soviet 


countries had fought against 
it as did the SOV iet l nion This, however, was impossible 


due the support rendered the bourgeois countries 


the aggressive actions Germany, Italy and Japan.” 


monument the Soviet liberation Oswiecim 
the German concentration camp southern Poland, designed 
Edmund Majkowski. was chosen from number entries 
Polish and and will placed the gate 


the camp. Photo from Stolica (Warsaw), August 23, 1959 


similar thesis was developed the Communist his- 
torian, Laszlo Nagy, the Hungarian review, 
August-September issue: aims the ruling 
the capitalist States differed from the 
aims the Soviet Union and the people struggling for 


war 


CLASSCS 


their freedom were directed 


toward ridding themselves their most dangerous im- 
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perialist competitor, Hitlerite Germany, but the same 
time toward weakening and possible bleeding death 
the Socialist Soviet Union.” 


Campaign Abates 


The violent attacks against characteristic 
the Soviet blox Khrushchev’'s 
criticized, but 
rarely the violent and vituperative terms 


prior 
June Albanian junket, have recently diminished. 
still 


being strongly 


Criticism has also tended recently appear theoretical 


and technical periodicals rather than the more widely-read 
daily press. 


This diminuendo was most noticeable the 


case Bulgaria, long one the most violent purveyors 
propaganda. One the few Bulgarian 
press references Yugoslavia was article Bulgarian 
Colonel Martov, entitled, “We, too, fought for the free- 
ticipation Bulgarians Communist partisan 
groups during World War (Narodna 
August Although implication the article was 
doubtless that the Yugoslavs ought grateful Bul- 
garia, the general tone was quite friendly 


School 
The following Polish account the 
members the Socialist Youth Union 


tribulations of 


ZMS 


railroad repair establishment the Western 


MEMBERS tackled problems and were 

slapped down the meeting they themselves called 
for the Party Executive and the Secretariat the ZMS. 
The Executive was taken aback because had thought the 
young people wanted make report their organiza- 
tion’s activity. Instead they attacked bad economy and 


disorder the establishment. 


working 


young people, for example, objected that the Sup- 
ply Director barber, the Economic Director 
smith, the Chief mechanic; also, that the 
Mechanic finished only seven classes school and one- 
vear technical course and that the Director savs, “The rail- 
road does not need engineers. 


There are engineers 
the establishment but not responsible posts. easy 
understand the comfortable gentlemen defending 


jobs, but can one surprised the young people? 

“On the Dav’ State holidays, the 
management gets washing machines, bievcles radios and 
medals even free made-to-measure suits 


and other things: 


thev also get 50 to 100 zloty premiums 
young people talked loudly about all this, objected 


and raised fuss, and 


lesson 


rot the following 
“It was real model lesson made 


person 


Engineer who was among the noisiest the ZMS mem- 


bers. not only helped raise the fuss but also suggested 


wavs improvement The old, unfailing method was 
used him because where the normal human about 
whom you cannot prove that some time, somewhere, 


did something not quite according rules? Engineer 
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Athletic competitions with Bulgarian participants and 
border meetings were fully reported the press 
and news broadcasts. Radio Belgrade, for an- 
nounced, August 16: meeting between relatives 
and close friends from both countries living either side 


mosphere song and trade agreement was also 

concluded between the two countries, which Yugo- 
] 


slavia supply Bulgaria with 16,570 tons wheat for 


seed. (Radio Belgrade, August 28. 
Romania, East Germany Lauded 
Further indications warmer tone Yugoslay com- 


Belgrade dailv, Borba, 


East German economic development: 


countries occurred when the 
August 23, praised Romanian and 
have scored significant results the road economic 
transformation. Now one the biggest national cam- 
paigns under way Romania for the development 
competition the field production 


whole as well as other measures 


on the 
should accelerate the 
pace economic advancement.” East Germany, the 


Party organ said: “Obvious successes of the economy in 


does not have a diploma That is true He did finish the 
Polvtechnic and turned his thesis, but suddenly that 
minor fact not having diploma (grotesque ‘protes- 
sionals’ continue sit their high posts the establish- 
ment!) creates problem 

‘nail the coffin’ turned out the fact that 
Engineer did not mention his personal papers that 
he is the lessor of a bit of land from a dissolved agricul- 
tural collective; certainly, hard praise the silence 
about this fact, but, after all, the lease perfectly legal 


and the case was one disciplinary dismissal 


the ZMS but also District and 
County level—-did not the nerve 
falling man They did not oppost the horrible mn thods 
which not restrict themselves depriving establish- 
ments valuable people. The engineer was finally 
leave ‘at his own 


have been cured for good. Others sav, ‘First they enco.ut 
join ZMS and then they finish off one man 
another for criticism. Still others sav, not worthwhile 
fighting them. You will better cooperating and 


ing your nose out of things The Director has al id 


I \ 
promised that next year will equip the ZMS camp 
with canoes, donate a car for trips and help cultural 
sadness, “All we have left is canoes, folk songs and tolk 


dances—-that is the destinv of ZMS. We sudden ot 
into our heads co-manage! Contemporary Don 
otes, dear comrade, vou have live 
helping hand from anybody. not believe anymore 
They have ured too mi 


ich wisdom of | 
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East Germany her development which now give 
fairly firm basis for further competition [with West Ger- 
many] have been less noted the world, the shadow 
German Economic Minister] Erhard’s ‘economic 
miracle’.” 

August 
23, echoed these sentiments its discussion the “new 


The Yugoslav newspaper, Politika (Belgrade 
Romania”: “By series measures Romania this 
decade and half, private ownership means produc- 
tion industry has been abolished, and speedy col- 
lectivization agriculture has taken place. the same 
time the country has been rapidly industrialized. 
doubt that the people Romania their 
struggle for the general material development the coun- 
try, primarily industry, achieved very important results.” 


Some Criticism Continues 


that shadows still darken the horizon 
Yugoslav-Soviet bloc relations appeared article 
Borba, August 14, 


Probl me 


June 


Indications 


which scored two Romanian reviews, 
August) and Viata Romaneasca 
for printing anti-Yugoslav articles. The 


onomice 


former 


magazine allegedly stated that “Yugoslavia not con- 
sistently proceeding along the the construction 
the latter accused Yugoslavia 


mining Socialist art and 

The old Macedonian Yugoslavia 
and Bulgaria was also revived article Nova Make- 
donija (Skoplje), August which repeated charges that 
Bulgaria had refused recognize 
the Macedonian people: “The 
falsifiers 


controversy be tween 


the minority status 
Bulgarian 
try escape from reality, wallow aspira- 


( ontemporary 


tions Greater Bulgarian chauvinism which have still not 
been overcome and which, above all, brought immeasur- 
able suffering the Macedonian people.” 

Sofia was also accused “falsifying history” when Radio 
Sofia allegedly called the Macedonian Communist leader 
Metodi Shatorov-Sharlo, connection with the 15th anni- 
versary his death magnificent and loyal Communist” 
who “had not betrayed any way any the basic prin- 
Not so, said the Yugo- 


September 10: was 


ciples the Socialist revolution.” 
slav weekly, Komunist (Belgrade 
justly expelled from the Communist 
World War separate the 


Party organization Macedonia from the Yugoslav Party 


cause he worked during 


Komunist 
recalled that the Bulgarian Party Central Committee had 
also condemned Sharlo for 


and merge with the Bulgarian Communists. 


“breaking the discipline the 


Yugoslav Communist Party.” 


Albanian Virulence 


violent exception the generally calmer state 
Soviet affairs came speech Albanian 


Hysni Kapo, the 
the Fifth Congress the Albanian-Soviet 


USSR for all countries, 


Central Committee member, occasion 


Friendship 


While speaking 
the leadership the 


Kapo accused the “renegades Marxism-Leninism whose 


banner upheld the revisionist Yugoslav leadership” 
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trying minimize the “great experience” the Soviet 
Union through their “anti-Marxist theses national 
(Radio Tirana, September 5.) (For 
banian criticism Yugoslavia connection with Com- 
munist China, see page 40. 


Youth Congress Meets 


The Fifth Communist-sponsored World Federation 
Democratic Youth Congress, held Prague, August 10-16, 
aped the current Soviet line all foreign policy pro- 
nouncements. So-called “American and 
“West German revanchism” were particular targets for 


Communist ire, although President Eisenhower was praised 
for agreeing meet with Soviet Premier Khrushchev. 
analyzing the results the recent World Youth Festival 
Vienna, the assembly hailed its “great success,” but 
suggested that the next world festival held 


Thought... 


SURPASS one capitalist country after another 
the basic indices [industrial] production 

per head the population and move forward 
irresistibly. agriculture, however, cannot catch 
with the capitalist countries the rate growth 
production, and are even lagging behind. 
Whereas the years 1955 1957 agricultural pro- 
duction Czechoslovakia was roughly 3-5 percent 
lower than before the war, the West European 
countries was, the average, percent higher.... 
“Because agricultural production capitalist 
countries developing faster than Czechoslovakia, 
those capitalist countries which had more intensive 
agriculture before the war are getting still further 
ahead. If, for example, Denmark now produces 120 
percent more agricultural produce per hectare than 
do, that advantage was only percent before the 
war. Belgium today, for each hectare agricul- 
tural land, 165 percent more produced than 
our country, but before the war the difference was 
less than 100 percent. 1954 agricultural pro- 
duction per hectare West Germany was percent 
higher than Czechoslovakia. 


Before the war, how- 
ever, the difference was only about percent. 
“In respect labor productivity agriculture, 
whole row capitalist countries are still ahead-of us. 
some countries, France and Sweden, 
higher roughly one-half; Holland more 
than twice high; Belgium and Britain three 
times; Denmark more than four times, and the 
USA 
From article the theoretical journal 
the Central Czechoslovak 
Communist Au- 


times higher than Czechoslo- 


Committee the 


Party, Nova Mysl 


Prague 
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that say, three years; heretofore they have been 
held every two years. (Radio Moscow, August 14. 


Marxism-Leninism Conference 


The Fifth International Conference Representatives 
from Marxism-Leninism Institutes was held Bucharest, 
August 25-September Among the reports discussed 
the meeting was the paper entitled, “The Tasks the 
Science History the Struggle Against Contemporary 
Revisionism,” delivered the head the Soviet delega- 
tion. (Radio Bucharest, August 28. 


POLAND 


Drive for Agricultural Circles 


September the regime pushed off its campaign re- 
organize Polish agriculture along the lines announced 
the Central Committee meeting June. (See August 
issue, pp. 37-39.) The First National Congress Agricul- 
leadership, agree upon statute organization, and listen 
inspirational speeches Minister Agriculture Ed- 
ward Ochab and First Party Secretary Gomulka. The 504 
delegates represented 19,000 agricultural circles with half 
million nucleus which the regime hopes 
expand into network covering all 42,000 vil- 
lages within the next two vears. The chief incentive will 
drawn from the profits made the State compulsory 
deliveries during the vears 1959-1965, which will chan- 
nelled back the countrvside through the agricultural 
circles. The Fund will devoted chiefly the purchase 
tractors and other farm machinery. 

regime intends use this new rural organization 
lever the Polish peasant closer and 
modern agricultural methods without scaring him with the 
prospect losing his land. The circles are depicted es- 
sentially voluntary associations private farmers 
the purchase and use machinery. However, the draft 
statute, which the Congress approved unanimously, adds 
that the may eventually acquire even more 
functions than the orthodox collective farms. 


Property circle money received from 
the Development Fund, contributions members and 
fees; and land taken over from the State) will indivisible 
and cannot divided among the members 
circle disband. 

circle may carry out public and legal functions dele- 
respect all the farms its village. 

circle may engage collective farming land 
leased the State (including land taken from farm- 
ers who are delinquent their taxes 

The circles may take over many the functions 
State purchasing organizations contracting with farmers 
for 
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Sunday afternoon scene the banks the Swider River, 
popular bathing place near Warsaw. 


Swiat (Warsaw), August 16, 1959 
Authority over the activities the circles will 
exercised the local governments, the one hand, and 


the District Unions Agricultural Circles the 


its closing day the Congress elected 75-membet 
Central Board, which turn elected Presidium 
The Chairman will Ozga-Michalski, 
Deputy Chairman the National Peasant Party, and 
its Secretarv-General will Bodalski, mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of the United Workers’ 
ber 4-6 

Gomulka Exhorts the Peasantry 

his address the Congress, leader Gomulka em- 
phasized at some length that Poland could not rely upon 
private farmers to carry out the improvem nts in agricul- 
tural technology that are necessary for the economic prog- 


ress the country. Without “mass social 


vuided by the St ite. hye said, Poland's planned economy 


ore 
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would endangered stagnation the uncontrolled 


agricultural sector. Warsaw, September 


the opening the annual Festival Warsaw 


Radio Warsaw, September 6), where said: 


Despite the fact that total agricultural production 


} 


appreciably 


nis year sho ild not be be low last vear s leve 4s 


regard insufficient This because have 


achieved progress agricultural production. have 


failed achieve the increase production planned for 


this year. not only need good crop: must achieve 
results agricultural production every year. This 


is the fundamental condition for the develo 


pment of our 


country 

All fundamental measures aimed increased agri 
cultural production—such mechanization, land 
ment, production high-grade seed, adoption 


chievements agricultural practice, and forth—are 


be vond the 


possibilities the basic mass individual 
peasant farms. They require joint efforts farmers, the 


tractors and large gricultural machines For this the 


peasants need mass, roverning agri- 
cultural circles 
“We have the 


expect cooperation with 
duction not only the peasant’s own interest, but also 

basic duty the entire nation. The soil which each 
peasant works his property, but the same time con- 
stitutes general social estate. workshop for the 


production food for the entire nation.” 


Former Resistance Fighters Hold Meeting 


de-Stalinization Poland since 
rehabilitation, 


One the fruits the 
1956 has been the after vears persecu- 
tion, former members the 
Western army units and inmates 
Now, ten years after their first 
Congress, the Second National Congress the 


ground Home Army, 
Nazi concentration camps 
Union 
UFFD), the organ- 


Sep- 


for Freedom and Democracy 
ization Polish ex-combatants, opened Warsaw, 
Defense Minister, General Janusz 
zycki, the opening speech, euphemistically reminded 
“the suffered 


from pernicious, misplaced vigilance, lack 


Deputy 
‘ners that during the past decade 
trust and 
interference were ncies 
to belittle the role 
and a great 
bers were subj cted to unjust repressions 

the the organiza- 
tion has enjoved since December 1956, Zarzvcki stated: “On 


administrative 
and importance the resistance 
number former resistance movement mem- 


period ot 


the basis of conclusions drawn from ou experiences ol 
the past new possibilities have opened for all 
those who accept the Socialist construction progran 
Poland.” In order to fulfill these 


“will not accept 


conditions the UFFD 
nembers former members Fascist 
organizations active 


uring the Occupation, former mem- 


bers the post-liberation 


underground and 
present-day enemies Peoples’ (Trybuna Ludu 


Warsaw], 


Warsaw 
400,000 members ten years 
during the 
the 
enrollment has risen 


According Zycte 
the UFFD numbered about 
ago. This figure 


September 
was reduced to only 


Stalinist era due present 


Polish Exhibition Moscow 


September Moscow, Polish indus 
tion opened with Polish 
Soviet Premier Khrushchev 


his opening speech stressed the economic advances made 


trial exhibi- 
Jozef Cyrankiewicz and 
attendance. 
during the postwar years and particularly praised 
the aid accorded Poland by the USSR. Khrushchev in his 
speech repeated once again the sentiments voiced 
his trip Poland July (see East Europe, 
stating that “relations between the 
Soviet Union and Poland are the 
been.” 


Warsaw 
Sept 
best they have ever 
The Soviet leader also made a veiled reference to the 
when Gomulka 
threatened Warsaw with Soviet military 


Polish upheaval 
he, Khrushchev, 


might. 


toc »k and 


Khrushchev today treats this clash mere “epi- 
“In 1956 there occurred episode which delighted 
the immature, the people who cannot see far ahead. This 

episode. All that clouded our rela- 
superficial, has been eliminated 


however, was 


tions, evervthing It is as 


the dust has been blown allowing things 


seen much better, their natural state. 
The Polish Premier, replying to the Sov ict leader, echoed 
his words: “The relations between our countries, kind, 


Feet Clay 


The antipathy the Polish peasant for Communism 
well Some statistics showing the Party’s 
weakness the countryside were provided Wal- 
enty Titkow, member the Central Committee, 


its plenary meeting June. 


organizations. some provinces their network 
Province there are basic 


even smaller. 
percent the villages, 
Lodz Province only percent, and Warsaw 
Province Our ally, the United Peasant 
Party, has its circles, according last 
about 17,000 villages. The fact that percent 
the villages there neither basic Party organi- 


percent. 


zation nor UPP circle proof our serious weak- 
ness. Among over quarter million Party mem- 
bers the than 
130,000 peasants, and among the 260,000 members 


the UPP there are 


growth Party organizations the 


countrvside, there are more 
about peasants The rate 
countryside 
and the influx new members does not promise 
early improvement 


Nowe Warsaw 
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period three months. the time recruiti: the 


youths, each “junak” was promised wage least 900 
per pay day, after various deductions for 
food and taxes, vouths received less than 


received money all. 


Parliamentary Delegates Meet 


48th Conference the Union 
was held in Warsaw, August 27-September } t was the 
first such sited Communist ntry 
The Conference was characterized strong] int 


Communist speeches from Western delegates, 


liscussion over the causes World War and criticism 


the opening, when Poland ac- 


cused the West German ( hristian Democrats of 


occurred two weeks 


within their delegation well-known anti-Pol revan- 
woman selling flowers and the man sacred pictures. “The composition the Bundestag deleg 


} ) Ss one 
Stolica August 1959 which 


cordial, cleansed anv kind thev are now, pation the revanchists the Bundestag del 


have become since This new bond friendship, not interpreted any other way 


Cyrankiewicz aiso pointed out, due the leadership 
“of Comrade Khrushchev (Radio Moscow, 
September 


August the Die Welt, reported 
that the Christian Democrats had withdrawn the delega- 


tion and would send only Bundestag Deputy Hermann 


US Senator Supports Frontier * Average monthly industrial wage: 1,500 2/ 
Senator Hubert Humphrey official statement en- These were members organizations Germans expelled 


i 


tered the Congressional Record, urged from the formerly-German Polish Western Territories 


recognition the Oder-Neisse line postwar 
western frontier. also termed the Oder-Neisse River 


Church-State Relations 


persons Poland] who did not 


finish primary school has not yet been statistically 


computed. The Socialized economy employs 

Polish Primate Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, speaking be- million such persons between the ages and 
fore about worshipers 26, and probably least above that age. 
praised the State for its struggle against alcoholism but does not include workers the countryside and 
warned the hopes “in certain quarters” that the people employed people. all probability there are 
would become indifferent to religion. He also spoke of the more of them with incomplete schooling 
role the family which, like the Church, endured through “The last few years have been period 
the ages, irrespective political changes. “Governments stagnation, not backslicing adult educat 


come and “but the and the Church There were few students and schools were 
(Le Monde August 28. down 


sermon has apparently not appeared the Polish most important point restore the 
press, although sermon preached the Cardinal diploma its importance end era 
August the Western Territories. when the which having such diploma did not mean 
Primate acknowledged the State’s assistance the rebuild- these 1.5 million young people under who 


ing war-destroyed churches, was printed not finish school should made finish it. 
Powszechny August 30. that the main cause for this state affairs was 


dustrialization and its symptoms, especially 


Discontent Among Youth Brigades 


lack manpower the beginning. Thus, the 


Low wages and inadequate housing have caused portance the diploma waned and salary system 
dissatisfaction and even rebellion among vouth was established which did not provide 
brigades (so-called working accord- tive for completing [Warsaw 
ing Zycte Warszawy, August Over half 230- July 11, 1959 


man brigade employed in Crestor howa absconde d within a 
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aggressive character the Bonn policy and its 
aims are well-founded and entirely sound. The 
. 
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Honor Among Cynics 


article the educational journal Fel- 
Buda pe st), May 1959, be u aile d 
tdeological state students and teachers 


B ida pe st’s Hortu ultural Colle Ge. Exe é rf ts follou 


su ktatasi Szemle 


ing political views. Communist conviction will 
radiate from one instructor: takes the 
Socialism with passion and profound faith. The 
next instructor will conspicuously refrain from mak- 
ny political comment, even cases which 
undebatable everybody. third 
ictor will destroy that which the first created: 
openly, but veiled manner, with 
nuendoes will take his examples scientific 
successes from the capitalist countries ex- 
failure from the Soviet Union 
And there are professors who organize intrigues 
and seek confederate students for this purpose 
for example, during the counterrevolution 


friendly 


times 
confused ideological influence 


few days ago, our Party organization called 
students, all them members the Communist 
Youth Federation and three them Party members 

asked them give examples how 


mmunist education was being 


classes. were give names, too, and 
promised them that would consider this informa- 
They gave dozens ex- 


but not single name 


all pies 


cizved bv the Polish press, since one delegate could not 
be considered representative of the West German Parlia- 


August 


nent 
When the opened, almost 400 delegates from 


During the first day 
Congressman denounced the USSR for its part 


Poland 


countries were present 


Machrowicz Michigan stated that the Soviet advance 


into Poland 1939 was the result secret agreement 


ment the Secretarv-General the refer- 
ring Poland’s place the “Socialist community,” since 
the Hungarian uprising could not have occurred any 
community.” delegates 
brought the case the “bloody Tibet 
Communist China. (The New York Times, August 


next day, 


according Western sources, Amer- 
ican Congressman, Poage termed World 
War the joint work Stalin and Hitler 


Due ship- 


ments the 


Soviets were able drive the Germans from Stalingrad 
the banks the Vistula River, where they stopped and al- 
lowed the people Warsaw crushed the retreat- 
ing Germans. The Polish press and radio omitted any 
direct quotation from these Western speeches, mention- 
ing them only briefly. Here, for example, how Radio 
August 28, treated Congressman address: 

“Mr. Poage when referring the battle for 
the liberation Warsaw 1944, made number ac- 
cusations against the Soviet Union. The President [of the 
intervened say that Mr. Poage could con- 
tinue his speech, but that the Conference was assembled 
seck strengthen bonds and mutual understanding 
and not incite hostility.” 

Gubin, member the Soviet delegation, fol- 
lowed with impassioned defense the Russo-German 
pact, which the American representatives had strongly 
attacked. Stating that the USSR had tried vain 
sign pact with Great Britain and France the sum- 
mer 1939, the Soviet delegate said: Soviet Union 
then was confronted with the question whether con- 
clude nonaggression pact and thereby delay for certain 
time the date the beginning the knew 
that aggression was unavoidable—or become engaged 
war under inconvenient (Radio Warsaw, 
August 

The Warsaw press gave indication that Gubin made 
direct mention the Soviet role dismembering Poland 


Other Sessions 


remaining meetings were held atmosphere 
August 28, Polish For- 
Adam Rapacki addressed the Conference 
admitted that even West Germany, “there are circles 
which 


relative peace and harmony. 


desire truly peaceful relations with Poland 
thinks so, nor do these persons enjoy the greatest influence 
those forces the Federal German Republic who now 
conduct such wide campaign against [the Oder-Neisse 
are obstacle the way international relaxa- 
Trybuna Ludu August 29. 
the final resolution, the exchange visits between 
Soviet Premier Khrushchev and President Eisenhower was 
hailed means easing world tension and hope 


ending the “cold war.” (Trybuna Ludu, September 


HUNGARY 


State Approves Church Appointments 


Hungarian government recently approved the ap- 
pointment Vince Kovacs Suffragan Bishop for the 
Diocese Vac: Artur Schwarcz-Eggenhoffer Arch- 
episcopal Vicar for the rchdiocese Esztergom: Pal 
Brezanoczi Vicar Capitular for the Archdiocese Eger; 
and Sandor Klempa Episcopal Vicar for the 


Veszprem Magyar July 


cese 
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measure provides least temporary relief 
the problem replacing the clergymen, interned im- 
prisoned, who formerly governed the 
oprics, which include more than percent the coun- 
Roman Catholics. Among the four new 
only Pal Brezanoczi has played important role the 
Communist-sponsored “peace priest” movement. 


Criticism Dual Occupations 


So-called dual occupations are again 
the Stalinist The 
campaign aimed with 
cultivate small privately-owned farms their 
but work State 
farms tractor stations 


re- 


workers who then 


who concurrently in industrial concerns, 


Earlier moves, during the Rakosi 


were largely unsuccessful their efforts 


the workers from their land force them renounce 
their farms favor collectives State 
farms. pushes sought disassociate the 


from his farm entirely, making necessary devote full 


attention his outside job 
the August 


unlike 


move appeared 


Budapest 


new 


the previous campaign, however, the article stressed that 


the workers should leave their outside work 
full-time their farms. The core the article’s reasoning 
hit the evils divided occupational attention. Accord- 
ing the paper, farms tended those engaged dual 
occupations are particularly backward. not work 
their land with competence 
equipment deficient their average production very 
low.” Neither such performance the fac- 
tories State farms truly the article asserts: 


“they are not interested work competition, 
crease ol produc tIVitV, in reduc Ing production cost, in thwwn- 
taining work 

article added final note protest trade the 
products of these farms. “They sell part ol thei prod ice 
frequently exaggerated high prices and many cases 


they do not disdain to spec ulate 


PEN Club Petition 


After heated debate, the International PEN Club | made 
writers and editors) readmitted the Hungarian PEN 


Club Hun- 


garian emigres PEN Club was also 


under Communist leadership, 


Polish abstract painters converge every March upon the vacation town Zakopane, near Cracow. Last photog- 
rapher decided arrange exhibition the streets, the theory that this kind art belongs with Stunts like this are an- 
athema the custodians Communist culture Eastern Europe, who believe that art should portray “Socialist man. 
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same time, Reuters dispatch August reported that 
the international organization had sent telegram the 
Budapest the Hun- 
garian writers such Tibor Dery and Gyula Hay, im- 


prisonea 


government requesting freeing 


because their part the 1956 uprising. The 


Club received the following reply from the Ministry 
Justice 

Hungarian citizens mentioned your telegram 
crime against the Hungarian people 
Clemency will come into consideration only when the 
preconditions for this exist.” 


Regime Repatriates 
Approximately 


Hungarian citizens the 200,000 


who fled their native land during and after the 1956 Revolt 
have Hungary since 1957, according the 
pape ntained that “the number of repatriates would 
certa much h ghet if those who intend to return 
part Western capitalist press and were not terrorized 
by emigre leaders : iwho tell those who intend to return 
that t will be arrested, deported to Siberia, that they 
will considered persons with criminal record.” ‘The 
article encouraged still others “who left the couniry ille- 


Once More 


and again evident feature the 
recent push collectivize Hungary. Following the 
which began early 1959, the daily press the 
various provinces has noted numerous detentions and 
sentencing “kulaks” engaged “illegal profit-making 
and 


imprisonment was ordered for peasant 


County charged with “inciting against collectiviza- 


stated the county organ Bekes Nepujsag, 
August The peasant had been visiting the home 
neart farmer when propagandists arrived, 
farmer join collective. The peasant noticed the propa- 


success weakening the resistance their host 


gandists 
shouted, according the paper: would 


not talk about collective farming, robs our 


manual labor and lowering income. Should the peasant 


do be 


land machines only serve the purpose reducing 


join the collective in order to become a slave The visit- 


ing peasant was sentenced two-and-a-half years prison 
the Me- 


Neplap, July 23, after reporting the arrest 


county Szolnok the daily Szolnok 


old for “incitement against collectivization,” 
“If carefully watch the class enemy, remains quiet 
follows our results with looks. However, soon 


opportunity offers itself the enemy immediately at- 
tacks the regime.” 

The theme has reappeared in other provincial dailies 
July 26, Csongrad Megyei Nepujsag (Csongrad) called 


attention the exploitation their tenants and 


warned that “active couu- 


gally after return, but 
terrevolutionaries and criminals will not receive re-entry 


Executions 


The aftermath the 1956 Revolt once again came 
the surface with Western reports the secret executions 
eight youths who were accused having destroyed the 
memorial Ujpest during October 
1956. Among those executed were Pal Kosa, Laszlo Gabor, 
Miklos Peterfi, Sandor Nagy and Marton Rajki. 


Back School 


the beginning another school year, some interest- 


“Soviet heroes” 


ing statistics have appeared Hungarian journals, illus- 
trating problems which continue bedevil the Communist 
For 
available for technicians than qualified graduates 
Nemzet August reported that only 1,150 
engineers graduated last June from the country’s technical 


hools. 


regime. example, there are often more openings 
Magyar 


Budapest 


although there were jobs filled 
the 
though students must now spend year “productive, 


Admission university also dilemma, even 


practical order apply with 7,500 


vacancies, there were 16,700 applicants begin university 
Nemzet, August 


training. 


violation regulations. Four days later the same paper 
announced the seizure three charging them 
with “practicing usury and living without working.” The 
violation charged against two the men involved “em- 
ploying day laborers for the cultivation their land and 
the third had “engaged 
recently sheep trade and the sale illegally slaughtered 


animals. 


inciting against 


August 16, article another provincial paper, 
Delmagyarorszag (Szeged), discussed life the village 
Ujszentivan. prosperous village, according the 
article, “the people Ujszentivan not deny for 
moment that they owe everything the people’s regime.” 
the village families had signed form collective 
the spring. “The leaders and Communists the village,” 
“failed 


wonderful, revolutionary 


however, stated, notice 
that the 


population aroused the bitter anger the class enemy, 


action 


especially few former exploiters and the clerical 
reaction.” The paper stated that the whole action was in- 
spired “general which “unleashed real action 
terror intimidate 
take back the entrance forms for collectives and keep them 
from community life.’ The article further said that 


despite great difficulties caused the families, the situa- 


people order induce them 
away 
tion could still smoothed out. “Soon the time will come 
when they themselves will despise those who have tried 


raise obstacles their way now,” the article concluded. 


Budapest papers were silent about these “hostile actions” 
well government reprisals, despite their publicity 
the provincial press 
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For those workers who did not manage receive full 
secondary school education, evening schools are being ex- 
panded order accommodate about 45,000 persons for 
+} 


this academic year. August 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Edinburgh Festival Scorned 


Czechoslovak Philharmonic refused perform 


the Edinburgh Festival September, due the insistence 


the Festival organizers that the Hungarian violinist 

Johanna Martzy appear soloist with the orchestra. The 

official Czechoslovak news agency, Ceteka, August 18, ac- 

cused the Hungarian artist being “post 

war Fascist emigré whose family included leading rep- 

resentatives the Horthy regime who left thei 

country after its liberation along with other enemies 
the people 


Diplomatic Note 


Ambassador Prague received official pro- 


test concerning alleged border crossings five American 
citizens since July 15. In the Czechoslovak view, “respon- 
sibility for this state affairs rests with the United States.” 
Rude August 19. 


ROMANIA 


The Hungarian regime has returned the old Stalinist device 


industrial output. Here team confers 
Amnesty Decreed 


Budapest machine-tool 


the occasion the anniversary the Orszag Vilag Budapest), July 


see the following amnesty was declared: those sen- 


tenced years will pardoned and released; sen- 
tences between and vears will halved, 
between and reduced one-third. Pregnant women, Agreement with Sweden 
persons over years age, and mothers small chil- 


dren, sentenced years more, will also have 


Romania and Sweden signed trade 


paytnents 
agreement August 28, Bucharest. For years 
their prison terms reduced. Noteworthy exceptions this since World War 


trade between the two countries 
were “those who have committed offenses en- 


dangeriny the security of the State, those who have com- 
mitted murder, embezzlement, theft, robbery or deceit 
involving public property where damages exceeded 10,000 


has been almost nonexistent; diplomatic relations were also 
minimal, the Swedish Minister Moscow designated 
the Charge for Romania. Under the terms 


of the agreement, Romania will export oil products, avgri- 
lei; arson; offering receiving bribes; specu- 


lation and slanderous denunciations: well all those 


lil 


supply machinery and equipment, raw 


who took part any form whatsoever these offenses.” materials and fish. Arrangements for the settlement 


Radio Bucharest, August 21. 


claims resulting from the Romanian 


certain Swedish industries are directly tied to the volume of 
Cabinet Shift 


trade. During the first three years, and percent 


change the Ministry Trade occurred when Gogu respectively the value Romanian exports will set 
Radulescu, Deputy Minister, was promoted full Minister, aside partial payment 
according the official Romanian news agency, August Swedish daily, Dagens Nyheter Septem- 
mention was made the future the previous Min- ber said that the value Romanian goods the list 
ister, Marcel Popescu, son-in-law Party Chief Gheorghiu- was 6.5 million dollars, while the list Swedish exports 


totals dollars. The paper expressed doubt, 
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Famous Director Dies 


known 
writer and director, 


the age according 


hoslov ak 


actor, 


the official news 
service In the prewal Re- 
public Burian was leading 
the avant-garde and 
founder the left-wing ex- 


After the Communist coup 


perimental theater, 


however, 


10 
i ro, 


changed for 
strict Socialist realism and became a convinced Stalinist 
Recently, the poor quality of his own plavs and those he 
directed has been severly critic ized by the 


East Europe, June 1959, 


press. 


however, that such volume trade could built 
almost total stop years 


Even if trade deve lops 
satisfactorily, full payment the inter- 


still take years, the paper said 


Rabbi Reported Freed 


Arrested on accusations of treason last Apnil, Romanian 


ler Zissu 


Portugal has been released from 


rabbi had been imprisoned the Nazis during World 
11 in the vears following the Communist take-over, hie 


throughout his country counseling 


Jewish communities The New York Time 


word his release has vet appeared the 


extensively 
Septembe I 


Roma- 


Press 


BULGARIA 


Greek-Bulgarian Diplomatic Exchange 


\ senes of official notes between Bulearia and Greece 
concerning the signing nonaggression pact followed 
the proposals made Soviet Premier and 
other Communist leaders for a denuclearized one ol 
the Balkans. (See Europe, July, pp. 36-37 
July the Bulgarian sent draft the 
proposed 20-vear nonaggression pact Athens. The 


July 31, 


United Nations Charter which both countnes had signed 


rephed to the effect that the 


contained 


already declaration renouncing war 
August 


pation NATO 


All three notes were reprinted Rabotnichesko 


sull another Bulgarian 


note of 


Greece was accused the 


De lo 
Sofia), August with editorial which 
allegations that Greece intended 
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establish foreign military bases and rocket-launching plat- 
forms its territory while refusing participate “in 
completely peace-loving, nonaggression treaty between the 
two countries.” 


Albania Supports Sofia Initiative 
least one enthusiastic response the Bulgarian pro- 
posals for nonaggression pact with Greece came 
with Albanian Premier Mehmet Shehu, con- 
ducted the editors the Sofia dailies Rabotnichesko 
Delo and Zemedelsko Zname. After complaining that 


Greece had not responded “in positive vari- 


interview 


ous Albanian suggestions for eliminating “the atmosphere 
Shehu lauded the “noble effort” the Bul- 
government “in its struggle for peace and for the 
transformation the Bulgarian and Aegean area into 


August 


nuclear and missile free 


ALBANIA 


Earthquakes Reported 


Considerable damage has been caused by recent earth- 


quakes, especially severe on September 1. throughout most 


Albania, accordin 


Radio Tirana, September 


were reported dead and almost 800 buildings damaged 


Fig Leaves Are Free 


The Party newspaper, Rabotnichesko Delo 
sarcastically July 3] “Can Good 


explain why summer froners at thi 


hesitate order clothing from the 


a), ashea 


MANAGERS the trade enterprise Varna 


tailoring enterprises for fear that may not sold 


have reason to be so cautious? Of course they have. 


and will have to be kept until next vear 


because of the bureaucratic wav in which the prices 
established The 


tailoring enterprise could manufacture the clothing 


of ready-made clothing are 


davs. But also has prepare dratt norms 


materials used and for the cost 


draft norms are sent the city People’s 
Council for approval, 


norms are studied 


and sent the Committee Labor and Prices. 
Committee the norms are again. in 
separate departme nts—-one for the cost of materials 


tudied 


and the other for the cost of labor. Then the docu- 


nents go bac k by the same route through the People’s 
Council the tailoring enterprise. But not all the 
After 


the norms, the enterprise must prepare 


norms are sent the 
which has approved again the Committee 
Labor and Prices. After receiving the price deter- 
mination, the tailoring enterprise can start work. 
All this rigamarole requires about three months. 


The vigor and optimism exhibited 
lnited States were 


ig aceful compet 


through 


Texts and Documents 


CRISIS AND THE WORKING CLASS 


Soule 


ifto 


Premier Khrushchev during his visit the 
partly founded on his oft-re peated thesis that ae 


octaitism 


The following article, taken from 


Communist bloc’s monthly Problems Peace and Socialism (Prague, August 1959 


standard presentation what the 


It is 


fell into disf 


weakness: economic instability 
who 


written the leading Hungarian-Soviet econom 
avor 1946 for predicting that there would 


postwar crisis the West. now writes that conditions have changed, 
economic crisis” has begun the West, and that “the economi petit 
between Socialism and capitalism will continue favor the Socialist 


CYCLIC ECONOMIC which broke 
out 1957 and still continues 
number capitalist countries 
tered the illusions the bourgeois ideo 
logues and revisionists concerning the pos 
post-war The crisis further con 
firmation one the 
capitalist 
virtue the inner laws 


tenets of 


Marxism, namely, 


pro- 
duction, 


capitalism, bound give 


rise 
odic crises overproduction. 
exception was the period the world 
wars And this understandable, since 
there can overproduction when mil- 
labour 


ons are diverted 


wage W 


ar, When millions more, instead 


producing for civilian needs, are engaged 

the manufacture weapons which 
ire razed to the rround and 


tarv and civilian consumption far 


when cities 


ess of the constantly declining civilian 
World war signifies 


up ol all stocks, housing 


production 


shortage, short 
clothing, and, 


And since 
phase of the 


ies of furniture Very 


famine the crisis is the 


decisive 
hardly any question develop 
ment during world war 

The illusions concerning 
capitalism derived from the 
that gap nearly twenty vears lies 
the last world crisis 


preceded the Second World War 
and the current 


which 
crisis; then the thirteen 
years since the end the war have not 
seen crisis overproduction affecting 
the whole capitalist world but only two 
intermediate crises confined practically 
the United States 
that the war consumed all the stocks and 
greatly exhausted the production capaci- 


The explanation Is 


ties the civilian industries. House build- 


ing was standstill during the war, and 


was the destruction dwelling 
space during the hostilities that even 
day, fourteen years after, not all the dam 
age has been made good. The two post 
war “intermediate crises” the United 
States, which were not observed 
other belligerant capitalist countries, are 
explained the fact that the territory 


the U.S.A 


the war, that 


remained unscathed during 
became belligerent two 
vears after the war had broken out, 


ing its disposal much 


Are 


Under capitalism crises overprodu 


both the home countries and the 
developed countries I his was the resul 
the growth Stat 

capitalism, which made 
he mter-war yvears ‘ atte 
the Second World War. The strength 
the financial oligarchy and 


both which have merged into Stat 


monopoly capitalism, made 
shift substantial part the burden 
working classes 

} capitalists themselve suffered 


certain extent, from the crisis. 
davs a drastic fall in prices, in the valu 


ot produc ts, 


reduced the Surplus pital t 
the socially required level 
pointed restored for brief period 
ss was Ir vht with heavy | dy 


ich alwavs accompany crises of 


avily own to the fall u TICES, 


easier for the monopolies 


ent orders, chiefly military orders, which 


maintained the war-time level and 
etumes even higher; direct Sta 
the monopoly enterprises 


crisis, and maintenance 
prices during the crisis 

can cite the United 
the first half 1958, the mili 


orders envisaged the budget but 


States 


placed with enterprises were distrib 


among the monopolies. This raised 


budget deficit some 
lars But the 
two-fold way 


made 


million 


capitalists gained 


short tern were 


est, and they got their money back in tl 
shape payments for 


orders 


Here illustration how the U.S 


nvited tenders 
Iw » | mh | 


Electric ind 
Corporation rack dent 


vernment 
a power station 


Cseneral 


f 

ld there } 
| d ( \ ‘ 

\ nean pol did 

penny for the 
! i 


Profits from Arms 


example testifies the profit 
ned by the (American corporation fy 


ete. given monopoly government 
lers and competiti the 


ae managed to weather the crisis also st 
irtailed production, and often because 
the spoiling and destruction surplus 
State-monopoly capitalism has made 
tive capacity El 
ion are inevitabl A new and Important f the British But ty 
= 
Cay al ha nh abl ! 1} British ild bid low be of 
than the shift the burden her labour costs 
- th CTISIS prompted James B. Carey ! lent oft 


Eisenhower stated that the United States 
had aircraft which cost as much as if they 


were made of gold. 


importance military 


deliveries 
ascertained 
from the following 


amounted to about 


figures the cost 
production 1958 
300,000 million dol- 
military orders accounted for 


million 


These figures, however, 
do not show. sufficiently the ecor 
weight the military 


with the 


om 


cries. 
feverish development military 


equipment 


juipm 
very quickly 


armaments become outdated 


replaced by still 
more costly armaments This means that 


peacetime the monopolies have 


highly 


sale arms 


uaranteed vast and profitable 


market for the 


definite minimum production even 


luring the 


ensures 


crisis, and prevents fron 


nking so low as was the case during the 
33 Here. 


basis for the 


1999 


crisis ot 
the 


then, we have 
economu cold War, 


monopolies with view preventing 
fall the volume military orders. 
means of the cold war the monopolies 
make the people bear the burden of mil 


tary expenditure 


Government Aids Monopolies 


the crisis, receives direct help 
government. The U.S. railways, especi 
ally those the east the country, 


long had competitor the shape 
road transport, and during the crisis 
creasing freights made them 
this juncture Eisenhower cancelled the 
} per cent tax which had been collected 
from their gross receipts. result, the 
their shares quickly rose the Stock 


hange 


Price-tixing is an Important lever which, 


ions the present crisis, enabled 
the monopolies avoid the 


general level 


usual losses 
prices, far from fall 
ing, went up At the same time the pul 
chasing power all currencies continued 
Thus, that the dollar fell 
half the pre-war level 


tary Fund, the purchasing 


basic currencies (taking 1952 100 


power of the 
was 
at the end of 1958 as follows: Swiss fran 
West German 
mark, 92.6; Belgian 92.6; 


1.3: Canadian 


aon 


lar, 91.9; Italian lira, French 
tion of some other curr S Chilea 


1959, page 3 


and South Korean, for 
even more impressive. 


example was 


The fall the purchasing power 
the currencies the imperialist States 
explained two main reasons: 

the extremely high military expen- 
diture which deflects enormous part 
the output to non-produs tive purposes and 
leads budget deficits, which, turn, 


results inflation; 


the high prices maintained even 
raised the monopolies during the crisis 
as, for example, the U.S. steel-smelt- 
ing and aluminum industries 


considerable decline of the 


results in a 
purchasing 
power currency and price boosting 
During crisis the 
the difference 


and “free 


monopolies seize on 
between 


Workers Cheated Inflation 


While prices monopoly products re- 
mained high 


level (or even rose 


crisis, prices of some com 


modities produced non-monopoly 
terprises weaker monopolies fell con- 
siderably Priv es ot food, non-fe Trous me tal 
ores, cotton, wool and other raw materials 
and goods sold the world market 


ihe unde rdeve lope d 


declined 


this way the capital- 
ists the imperialist countries, particu- 
larly those Western Europe who im- 
port big quantities raw materials, suc- 
ceeded shifting the burden the crisis 
onto the working people 
developed countries where 
ards are low. According our estimates, 
West European monopoly capital amassed 
1958, top the usual profit and the 
profit obtained through unequal exchange, 
about 1,000 million dollars result 
the difference between the price of the ex- 
ported manufactured goods and the 
ported raw materials. This explains why 
during the crisis vears Britain managed 


secure more favourable dollar-pound 


exchange 


steady process currency depre 


ciation the capitalist countries typi 
tant lever the hands capital 


fight against the working class, enabling 
reduce real wages without resorting 
frontal attacks way direct wage cuts 
compels the workers play the role 
of the side in the fight for 
higher wages, because with the fall the 


attack 


World War some countries 
any and for example) pub- 
lished different 


nonopoly and 

mahi 1; 

publication was dis- 

only too obvious 
t 


value money they are 
they 
this fight, they 


forced to do so. 


sometimes win success 1n 


find themselves less 


advantageous position than the capitalists, 


for their demand bring wages into con- 


formity with the depreciated money 

rule, put forward time when de- 

preciation has become fait 

when has fallen lower level. Even 


more favourable 


conditions 
when the workers have 


sliding wage 
established by agreement 
with the employer introduced the 
their demand for higher wages 


scale either 


offset the depreciation 
profound faith U.S. capitalists 


the blessings moderate inflation can 
seen from the views Sumner 
Slichter, professor economics Har- 
vard University: regard ‘creeping 

flation’ necessary cost achieving 
maximum economic growth. think 


that impossible achieve the 


growth which are capable 
I wouldn't 
deficit billion dollars, 


without having some inflation 
worry about 


Thus the monopolies, the one hand, 
force the workers fight defence 
their real wages, and, the other, claim 
that prices are soaring because the high 
wages! 

The fact that the economic struggle 
between labour and capital the working 
class virtue the depreciation 
money placed the position alleg- 
edly attacking side great political 
importance for the monopolies. 


Mass Unemployment Coming 


time when the imperialist States 
are preparing war against the Socialist 
countries, when they are continually wag- 
ing war the colonies that still remain 
their grip and oppressing 
colonies, does not always pay monopoly 
capital wage frontal attack the 
working class home. The 
preciation 


constant de- 
enables the big bourgeoisie, 
particularly the U.S.A. and Britain, 
good terms with trade union lead- 


ers, and even consent certain 


increases the knowledge that the infla 
tion and the soaring prices will shortly 


real wages 
that the existence the Socialist work 


objectively provides the working class 


reduce 


Situation 18 


the imperialist countries with definite 
protection against the frontal 
tacks capital. But instead 


allisil 
and recognising this, 


the right-wing trade 


union leaders engage slander 


free prices Later the 
continued, for reveal News and World Report, March 


Socialist countries, particularly against 
the Soviet Union. the United States, 
for example, the organ the 

Executive headed Mr. Meany 
systematically prints hostile and slander 
ous articles calling for war against the 


Soviet 


corruption the right-wing lead- 
ers and manipulations with long-term 
collective agreements are big pol 
gain for the monopolies 

The economic crisis has raised unem- 
ployment the level which has long been 
the dream the capitalists. For exam- 
ple, the Economist, mouthpiece British 
monopoly capital, has published dozens 
articles the post-war years claiming 
that Britain needs least million un- 


relatively low unemployment 
the imperialist countries both after the 
war and the previous decade was the 
capitalism but the huge manpower 
losses during the war, and also the fact 
that millions were diverted from the la- 
bour market and called to the colours 
Another reason was that for 
period rehabilitation and stock replenish- 
ment made easier find jobs. But 
can talk any permanent 
improvement the labour market. 
the contrary, the capitalist world 
entering the 
employment. 
Speaking Parliament, Ian Macleod, 
British Minister Labour and National 
Service, quoted the following percentages 
unemployed the main countries 


the beginning this vear:5 Canada 8.9, 


Italy 8.9, Denmark 8.3, Belgium 7.2, the 
6.1, Western Germany 5.6, and 


‘ 


Britain 2.5. 


Bourgeois Statistics Biased 


figures, however, give distorted 
picture because the percentages are taken 
not from the number employed work 
ers but from the entire “working popula 
tion’, all who work, including civil 
servants, handicraftsmen, shopkeepers, and 
others. common knowledge also that 
bourgeois statistics tend put the unem- 
ployment figures the best light. the 
United States, for example, the number 
unemployed established question- 
ing relatively small range people 

some tens thousands 
ages for the particular group 
are then extended the total number 


The Times, March 19th, 1959 

Minister proudly pointed the 
relatively small percentage Britain 
igainst the other countries But, according 
official statistics, even this percentage 
for well-nigh jobless 


employed, with the result that every mis 
take every forgery multiplied thou- 
sand times. Some the unemployed are 
described people insufficiently “active” 
looking for work and are longer 
registered belonging this category 
Moreover, anyone who has worked least 
hour week not classified un- 
employed. will not exaggeration 
say that the number fully unem- 
ployed the United States the begin 
ning this year was not 4.7 million (the 
figure) but the region 


million. should also bear mind the 
uneven unemployment the different 
branches industry. The number 
mining, textiles while there is, prac- 
new industries (electronics, rocket produc- 
tion, and 

come unemployment will considerably 
greater than was the immediate post 
war for the following reasons 

uneven development technology 

rapidly reduces the socially needed time 
for the production goods; 


the growing unemployment enables 


the capitalists dismiss aged ineffi 
cient workers and further intensify labour; 

the former belligerent countries 
considerable numbers workers 
will eligible for work the next two 
to three vears; 

compared with the immediate post 
war period production will develop 
slower rate the next decade view 
the fact that the possibilities for expand 
ing the capitalist market occasioned 
the consequences of the war have been 
capital the civilian 
had not been renewed during the war; 
restoration war-ravaged towns; replen 
ishment stocks 

The tendency for chronic mass unem 
manifested the United States, which 
suffered infinitely less from the war than 
the other imperialist countries 


The Number of Workers in the U.S.A 


millions 


Production 


Industries 1948 Change 
Manufacturing 15.3 15.5 
Farming 8.0 5.8 down 27% 
Construction 2.2 2.6 up 22% 


Mining 1. 0.7 down 27% 


6th 1959 pag 95 I} heures her 
ire rou ded off b t} Ed 


Within single decade 


cl 
workers directly engaged creating 
surplus value fell per cent 
the situation manufacturing indus 
try. Factory employment rose only 
cent, whereas output rose per cent. Since 
certain that output this branch 

xt decadk will not 1 rister another 
per cent merease, it is to be expected 


workers will, like that of miners and 


farmers in the past decade, show a cd 
Shift Services 
the same time the numbers 
ploved providing services 
rapidly the United States. whil 
the number industrial workers, 
past ten years, has fallen million 


per cent), the number employed 
nee, insurance and other services has 
risen from 16.2 million, 
federal, state and local governments, 
the State apparatus the 


the number employees rose 


vears from 7.1 million 10.5 
per cent. similar trend, although 
mperialist 
the United States the tendency for 


Iiployment to decline has | n evident 


Vvears 


Ind 


00, with Nun 


seasonal workers 

ill 
December 195 
December 1958 144 15 


December 1958 there were nearly 
00,000 per cent) fewer employed, but 
production went per cent! 
manufacturing higher produ 
tivity, intensification labour, 
placement the aged workers have 
duced manpower requirements 


cent, with rise the 


surplus value 


Greater exploitation and high 
prices explain why during the current 
economic crisis monopoly profits declined 

the First National City Bank® the net 
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— 

i 
pa 

Production 

dex 1947-49 

Total 264 down 
News and World Report, Febru 


dollars 1957 and 13,928 million 

1958. This attests relatively ins 

nificant reduction—on the average not tury shows, roughly 
more than per cent. should als world 
bear in mind that prohts are distributed will be the case, 


unevenly among the various industries 


pitalism ensures monopoly 
ficient and times and 

feguards against The 
brunt the crisis borne 

rely by factory and office workers, sal- in the first post-wal 
anied officials, small businessmen, and by 


the population the underdeveloped ket will not obtain 
ded economies the post war cvcles 
Basing ourselves analysis the can 


dynamics of the post-wal cycle, we can 


every six to eight 
economic crisis. 
course, only 
warmongers are prevented from unleash- 
ing third world 

the which will follow the 
current crisis doubtful there will 


production similar that which occurred 
specific war expansion the world mat 


cycle will prob 


assumed that chroni 


mass unemployment typical the epoch 


vill, believe, resume its normal course, and mental workers 


tained capital, and organise them int 

one army opposing capital. This highly 
essential because the leading capitalist 
countries the number mental workers 
high that manual workers. 


The economic competition between 
Socialism and capitalism will continue 


develop favour the Socialist camp 


be anv great upsurge of world capitalist The Soviet Union and other Socialist 


countries are granting the underdeveloped 


cycle, countries low-interest loans and technical 
aid, selling them means production 


favourable they turn are buving 


pre-war rather than raw from these countries 


terms more favourable than those offered 
will help end the economic dependence 


crease, since the rapid technological prog have got rid the rule 
| When the consequences of the ress will cause a much greater labour sur pe rialism 
Second World War have been plus compared with the needs 
| ) Th Struggic between labour 
the main, the evclic movement inher- new factor will the volume 
ent talist pital will become more acute. Althoug 
ll ‘ 


production 
During the last crisis the United 
States over one thousand enterprises went 
inkrupt every month, but none of these 
was Even the 
1929-33 world crisis the eovernment sup- 
ported the monopolies whenever they were 


danger 


will help overcome 


pathetic Czechoslovak plaint 


| r'S NOT SIMPLE to take one’s family on a vacation. The 


the voune, 


Union Movement) only takes care 
the single, the childless, divorcees those in- 


tending get not families. other words, 


the family must find its own ways and means 

“One happens to get hold of a booklet entitled "Vacation 
the reader ‘the cooperative hostelry enterprises, hotels 
and bungalows where the vacationer will spe nd at reeable 
davs ot his Summer vacation in comtort. The following 
hiteen pages make one’s heart jump with joy 

“Like me, vou decide to take advantage of this offer 
For two-week vacation you pay much you would tor 
first-class hotel accommodations Prague. But vou over- 
look this and anticipate ideal holiday 

vacation starts. You hand the manageress 
confirmation receipt from the Prague after this she 
practically ignores you. But you feel that your prepaid, 
first-class accommodations will compensation enough 


“Alas! 


wardrobe without shelves or coat hangers, a small wash- 


are two chairs for family one 


basin with single water tap and not single glass. 
two night tables have drawers which open. ‘There 
wastepaper basket 

“The next morning shyly ask the 
have some This was mistake, because the maid 


goes into long tirade explaining that there are six 


employment among office workers 
rapid mechanisation office 
puters, business and adding machines 
pable performing the work hundreds 
make 


white-collar 


the division manual 


unemployment will make 


the the workers more 


numbers them, provided they have correct leader- 
redundant. This ship, fight successfully the 


and political fronts 


towels for the whole house: and they preter, theretore, 


not give them anyone. 

“After putting the children bed you realize that there 
are bed lamps for you. Therefore, order not dis- 
turb the children you must sleep when they 

“Sleep? first you hope that the music downstairs will 
lull you sleep. time passes, however, the crowd be- 
comes merrier and noisier. 

the days pass you adjust all sorts things in- 
cluding the unappetizing food which must eaten with 
forks and knives that belong scrap pile, not 


dining room table. Then the prices! One day portion 


butter for breakfast costs one The next dav the 


cost One omelet with jam comes 


to 3.30 koruny, and the following dav the 


is 4.20 koruny Obviously such details don’t mattet And 


same omelet 
then comes Sunday night. Without any previous 
vou are informed that tomorrow. Monday, the the 
You must forage for vourself. 


-4 
dining room closed 


vou the only consolation offered 

“The crowning blow comes one dav when the water 
system stops functioning; there water either the 
rooms the lavatories. Nobody seems 
because happens every this time. 

“One of the children gets sick The hotel has neithe 


thermometer nor first aid box. The manageress show 


you copies ot complaints she keeps sending to the highe: 


Was vacation 


“Your vacation is over. You wonder 
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The Frozen Revolution, Frank Gib- 
ney (New York: Farrar, Straus Cud- 
ahy, 1959, 269 $4.75). Reporter 
Gibney analyzes the forces that led 
the Polish October (1956), 
the development the 
freedom that has prevailed since then. 
believes that the limited revolution, 
and the subsequent loosening Com- 
munist repression, constitute consider- 
able achievement for the Poles with their 
history “countless examples 
cidal bravery, but very few examples 
calculated prudence.” one the 
20th century’s major political miracles, 
writes Gibney, that Poland today 
one-time satellite whirling half out 
its orbit,” daily danger suppression 
but also daily defiance Moscow. 
Gibney analyzes the often contradictory 
elements involved the revolution, and 
the delicate and complex balance main- 
tained Poland the dedicated Com- 
munist, Gomulka, and the dedicated 
Catholic, Cardinal Wyszynski. 
though Gibney believes that Gomulka 
has fair chance survive 
boss, has illusions about him. De- 
spite his toleration private 
some freedom speech and the inde- 
pendence the church, Poles find them- 
selves more and more the Kremlin’s 
power, and Poland’s economic depend- 
ence the USSR 
Mr. Gibney feels, however, that “by the 
very existence the Frozen Revolution 
Poland opened door 
peaceful reinvasion the world Com- 
munism.” His concluding chapter “The 
Plan and the Jungle,” analyzes 
contradictions inherent 
Communist practice. Index. 


The West Crisis, James War- 
burg (New York: Doubleday, 1959, 192 
$3.50). The major theme this 
volume that the greatest danger 
Western civilization not the external 
threat Communism, but the 
weak response that threat, stemming 
from the internal nature and behavior 
our society. The author, eminent 
commentator world affairs, discusses 


such matters disarmament, disengage- 


ment, and the unresolved crises 
Far and Middle East and Central Europe. 


Recent and Related 


edited Abraham Rothberg (New 
York: Praeger, 1959, 181 pp., $2.95). 


Eighteen articles, not 


lated into English, which 
the Belgrade Communist 
Borba the end 1953. They repre- 
sent not the finished product 
anti-Communism (as The New Class), 
but rather the intellectual metamorphosis 
which preceded it. The articles show 
man possessed with dream freedom, 
tolerance, comradeship, 
goodness. The struggle 
within himself, his defiance Commu- 
nism becoming personal ‘rather than 
political act. the chief propa- 
gandist and literary pundit Djilas still 
wrote Communist, and the democ- 
racy for which argued was democracy 
within Communism. These articles led 
his separation from all Party and 
governinent offices and finally his im- 


Introduction Paul Willen. 


Portrait America: Letters Henry 
Charles Morley (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1959, 300 $5.00). 
When the Nobel Prize-winning Polish 
wrote letters about his travels for pub- 
lication Warsaw newspapers. Profes- 
sor Morley has translated and edited the 
most interesting these, making them 
available for the first time English. 
They present portrait America that 
fresh and fascinating. Sienkiewicz 
visited New York and Chicago, lived for 
months mountain cabin Califer- 
nia, and traveled across the country 
railroad. His comments American 
politics, ideals and inter- 


esting reading even after years. Index. 


The Bridge the Drina, Ivo 
(New York: Macmillan, 1959, 314 pp.. 
$3.50). Published Yugoslavia 1945, 
this novel already classic that 
country and has been awarded many 


prizes. Mr. Andric, one the most dis- 


tinguished literary figures Yugoslavia, 


describes the building great stone 


bridge across the river Drina 
boundary between Bosnia 


what happened on it during three turbu- 


lent centuries, and the destinies the 
men and women whose fates were linked 
to it. 


The Soviet Union and the Middle East, 
Walter Laqueur (New York: 
Praeger, 1959, 366 pp., $6.00). Mr. 
Laqueur makes thorough study 
the evolution Soviet relations the 
oil-rich, strategically important Middle 
East, from the years following the Rus- 
sian Revolution the 
the first part the author analyzes 
the Soviet attitudes specific 
problems 
Kemalist Turkey, Israel, and develop- 
ments other Middle 
tries. The second part covers the Soviet 
Union’s policies the Middle East 
between the years 1954-1959. Mr. 
queur investigates detail 
cance economic and cultural relations 
between the USSR and the Middle East- 
ern countries during these years; 
surveys the developments inside the Mid- 
dle Eastern Communist Parties; and 
weighs, the light recent events, 
the probable extent cooperation and 
potential sources conflict between Arab 


nationalism and Communism. Index. 


Curtains and Scholarship, edited 
Howard Winger (Chicago: University 
Chicago Press, 1959, 132 pp., $3.75). 
papers presented before the twenty- 
third annual Conference the Gradu- 
ate Library School the University 
Chicago, relating chiefly the problems 
communication between the scholars 
the United States and the Soviet 
general importance the scholar the 
exchange ideas and the circumstances 
under which fruitful exchange 
sible. The next four deal with the en- 
vironment and attitudes intellectuals 
the and Eastern Europe rela- 
tion to the exchange of ideas. The fol- 
general character scholarship Com- 
munist Europe and its 
American scholarship. The papers are 
authored scholars who have made 
extensive use Soviet materials the 
physical and social sciences 


manities. 


o* 


= 
= 


East Europe 


Sec. 34.66, P.L. 


Free Europe Committee, POSTAGE 
PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK PAID 
Return Postage Guaranteed New York, 


Permit No. 13933 


Form 3547 Requested 
Forwarding postage 


R LD U Vv 
\ 
UNIVERSITY 
ANN ARBOR 
| 


